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DEVRIMCI SOL 


FOREWORD 

The oligarchy in Turkey is experiencing the worst 
economic crisis in its history. The war between the oligarchy 
on one hand and the revolutionary movement and the natio¬ 
nal liberation movement on the other is getting hotter. The 
collaborators of imperialism ask the IMF for more money. 
The bourgeois media look at the crisis and call it a disaster. 
Economists express the monthly rate of inflation in three 
digits. Banks are bankrupted, thousands ofworkers are kicked 
out of their jobs, people waste whole days standing in line 
for cheap bread. Sometimes the reaction of the people shows 
in huge demonstrations,sometimes people set themselves 
on fire because they are desperate and it is the only weapon 
they have. Some people are seriously injured because of this. 

Although the oligarchy pretends otherwise, it is divided 
about the solution to the wretched economic situation, no 
solution can be expected from their kind of view. Parliament 
has become a puppet-show and the government is owned 
by the National Security Council. When you look at Turkey, 
you see not only a grave economic crisis, but also a national 
and a political crisis. 

The system has no solutions anymore. That’s why the 
dirty war aimed at the entire population escalates. The 
counter-guerrilla kidnap and kill people, these days it rules 
the whole country. The republic of Turkey has turned into 
„the republic of the counter-guerrilla." 

These conditions give the revolutionary movement a 
big change for a leap forwards. This fight against the enemy 
with all their power can be won. The revolution will be won 
through armed means and proletarian ideology. 

The revolution is not far away. The Turkish and Kurdish 
people must support every hope for change. The oligarchy is 
trying to gain time. The Kurdish liberation movement is also 
not the solution, because they have a limited point of view 
and they work from a nationalist perspective. 

There is only one solution: Revolution in Turkey. This 
revolution will only happen if the Turkish and Kurdish 
revolutionaries unite. This is the flag of our revolution. This 
flag was carried at the demonstrations on Mayday. On that 
day, the proletariat carried this flag. The same flag is carried 
by the guerrillas in the mountains of Kurdistan, the Black Sea 
region and the Mediterranean. 

See you next issue, 

The Editor 
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DEVRIMCi SOL 


"OUR HOPE IS DEVRIMCI SOL" 


We hall International wotting class in Its resolute stand against Imperialism! 

LONG LIVE MAYDAY! 


1 MAY 



against poverty and repression 

STAND UP! 


The first of May is the day of unity, solidarity and struggle of all proletarians 
against injustice and exploitation on earth. It's the day of revolt against oppression 
on the road towards a society without classes and exploitation. On the contrary, ail¬ 
ing classes are frightened to death by the violent storm of ex¬ 
ploited and oppressed masses. They are frightened even to think 
of the slogans of revolution. 

The world proletariat is face to face with the task of 
defending their own class interests and breaking off the he¬ 
gemony of imperialist monopolies. Whatever kind of oppres¬ 
sion and exploitation they confront, the revolutionary process 
must gain momentum arid it must advance steadily towards 
new revolutionary storms. 

In our country; in 1977, more than five hundred thou¬ 
sand people gathered in Taksim Square, Istanbul for the May- 
day celebrations. Police teams and counter-guerilla opened fire 
on the people and 35 labourers were killed bnitally, hundreds 
of them wounded. Since then, all the squares and streets of our 
country have been full of the blood of labouring people and 
revolutionaries every Mayday. 

„We have celebrated Mayday in eveiy condition and 
we will continue to do so“. This has been the watchword of 
DEVRIMCI SOL. Thousands of people flowed from the sub¬ 
urbs and districts to the squares of our country by the call of DEVRIMCI SOL and 
shouted revolutionary slogans as a war cry. The niling classes tried stop the growing 
flow of labourers entering Taksim Square and surrounded all the streets. Police teams 
and the gendarmerie with their weapons, dogs and armoured cars opened fire on the 
people who defended themselves with stones. 

And Mehmef Akif DALCI fell down, because of gunfire, hundreds of demon¬ 
strators were wounded. Thousands of people were taken to the torture chambers. 

Our martyrs sowed their bodies as seeds of our ideals. We have never let our 
martyrs’ blood stay unexplated and raised the flag of revolution even higher. The 
policeman who killed our comrade in Taksim was ambushed and executed by fight¬ 
ers of DEVRIMCI SOL in 1990. 

We, as DEVRIMCI SOL, under the guidance of Marxism-Leninism, stand 
upright, fight and carry on the flag of our martyrs along the road to the revolution. No 
one will be able to block our revolutionary march. Our revolutionary march will 
continue until we overthrow imperialism and its collaborators throughout the world. 

Nowadays, the way for unity and brotherhood of peoples passes through the 
fight against imperialism and collaborators. 

We hail the international working class in its resolute stand against imperial¬ 
ism. 

We declare our solidarity with all revolutionary forces in the fight against 
injustice, exploitation and massacres. 

LONG LIVE THE INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS! 

GLORY TO THE MARTYRS OF THE WORKING CLASS! 

LET 4 S UNITE, FIGHT AND WIN! 


ISTANBUL 

The heart of the 
straggle beat 
in Istanbul on Mayday 
as 10,000 hearts 
shouted out: 
OUR HOPE IS 
DEVRIMCI SOL 

The 10,000 supporters of 
the Revolutionary Left Forces 
were out on the squares on the 
Mayday demonstration. Led by a 
banner showing Mehmet Akif 
DALCI, mothers of TIYAD in 
their white head scarves, the 
Freedoms and Rights Platform 
with its banner proclaiming “Let 
us unite against hunger and op¬ 
pression, let us fight and win”, 
Grup Yorum with its banner say¬ 
ing "Our songs Will Win”, mem¬ 
bers of OzgiirDer, of Dev-Geng, 
Devrimci I§gi Hareketi (Revolu¬ 
tionary Workers Movement), 
Devrimci Mucadelede Kamu Emekgileri 
(Public Sector Workers in the Revolu¬ 
tionary Struggle), lawyers, students, 
teachers, all jubilantly celebrated May- 
day. Slogans of "Long Live Devrimci 
Sol”, “Long Live Mayday”, “Our Hope 
Is Devrimci Sol”, “We are the People, 
We are Right, We Will Win”, “Mehmet 
is not Dead, He Lives in our Struggle” 
were shouted throughout the march at the 
end of which Devrimci Sol flag were 
hung on the banners and the trees. The 
march was attacked by the police at the 
end. 

ANKARA 

In Ankara 600 people were ar¬ 
rested before Mayday and were threat¬ 
ened by the police not to join the May- 
day march. Revolutionary Left Forces, 
Revolutionary Youth, ESM workers, the 
Freedoms and Rights Platform and 
BEM-SEN all jubilantly joined the dem¬ 
onstration of 10,000 people. The slogans 
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DEVRIMCI SOL 


shouted out in Turkish and Kurdish in¬ 
cluded, “High Prices, Oppression, Tor¬ 
ture, That is Fascism”, “Revolutionary 
Martyrs are Immortal”, “Long Live 
Devrimci Sol”, “Long Live Mayday”, 
“Maliir, Huseyin, Ulas, Struggle Till Lib¬ 
eration”. At the end of the march the po¬ 
lice attacked the masses, injuring and 
arresting many. Members of Parliament 
were among those injured. 

SIVfiS 




The MayDay march in which 
3.000 supporters of the Revolutionary 
Left Forces took part started with one 
minute's silence in honour of all revolu¬ 
tionary martyrs. The slogans included 
"Long Live the Brotherhood of Peoples", 
"MayDay is Our Right, Our claim it 
Through Our Fight", "Long Live May- 
day", "We Are Right, We Will Win". 
Eleven people were arrested in Sivas prior 
to MayDay. 

BURSA 

In addition to mass democratic or¬ 
ganisations, the Revolutionary Left 
Forces also joined a demonstration of 
8,000 on Mayday in Bursa. The crowd 
shouted “Workers and public servants 
hand-in-hand for a general strike”, “We 
are Right, We Shall Win” and the dem¬ 
onstration was attacked by the police, with 
many injured and 54 arrested. 


CffNflKKALE 

Mayday was celebrated in 
Canakkale in the form of a meeting “to 
protest against price rises and the high 
cost of living” called by the Platform of 
Public Servants Unions, various trade 
unions and the Human Rights Associa¬ 
tion. Revolutionary Left Forces took part 
in the 3000-strong march with their slo¬ 
gans of “High Prices, Oppression, Tor¬ 
ture, That is the Bitter Medicine”, “Let’s 
Rise Up Against Hunger and Oppres¬ 
sion”. Members of TODEF carried ban¬ 
ners showing Ugur and Sengul and 
Mehmet Akif Dalci and shouting “Long 
Live Mayday”, “No to Fee-Paying 
Education”, “Long Live Our Day 
of Unity and Solidarity”. When 
they came under attack by the po¬ 
lice they shouted “Human Honour 
Will Win Against Torture”. Many 
were arrested. 


IZMIR 

The Mayday demonstration in 
Izmir was organised this year by the 
Democracy Platform and the Revo¬ 
lutionary Left Forces joined the 
crowd of 25,000. The rally took 
place at Cumhuriyet Square. 
Speeches by members of the yellow 


Struggle Till Liberation! 

We (lie Right, We Will Win! 


trade unions Turk-Is, Hak-Is and DISK 
were interrupted with the slogans of 
“Down With Union Bureaucrats”, “Down 
With Bosses’ Unions”. In Izmir too the 
police attacked the demonstration. Many 
legal banners were impounded. In Izmir 
the initiative was taken by revolutionar¬ 
ies on Mayday. The day was celebrated 
in a way fitting to its content. 

SAMSUN 

Mayday had not been celebrated 
in Samsun for 14 years. This year 4000 
people were on the demonstration. Ac¬ 
companied by music and folk dancing, 
the marchers shouted “Long Live May- 
day”, “Fascism Will be Buried in 
Kurdistan”, “Human Honour Will Win 
Against Torture”. The Platform of Public 
Servants and DKOs from neighbouring 
cities also joined the demonstration. 

SILIFKE 

Mayday celebrations were held in 
Silifke when the police refused to allow 
it in Mersin for security reasons. The 
Revolutionary Left Forces entered the 
square where 2,000 were gathered shout¬ 
ing the slogan “Long Live Devrimci Sol”. 
The slogans of “Workers and public serv¬ 
ants hand-in-hand for a general strike”, 
“We Are Workers, We Are Right, We 
Shall Win” were shouted frequently. Tarik 
Kocoglu and Mustafa Sefer, Devrimci Sol 
fighters which were martyred on the Tau¬ 
rus mountains, were remembered and the 
slogans of “Revolutionary Martyrs Are 
Immortal”, “Long Live Our Resistance 
on the Taurus” were shouted ■ 
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The true representative of national dignity 
is not fascism but revolutionaries 


OLIGARCHY HAS NEVER A NATIONAL HONOUR 


Revolutionaries in our 
country have for many years 
been accused of being the tools 
of external forces or having for¬ 
eign origins. Ruling classes 
have never hesitated in slinging 
mud at revolutionaries by lies 
and demagogy of this kind. 

The oligarchy in Turkey 
which accuses the revolutionar¬ 
ies and progressive forces of 
being the tools of Socialist 
States, does not cease its dema¬ 
gogy even though the socialist 
systems have been overthrown 
by revisionist-reformist traitors. 
They want to make our people 
who had been leading libera¬ 
tion struggle, fall in estimation 
of revolutionaries and true pa¬ 
triots. This is the main reason 
for their lies. In addition, they 
need to accuse someone for 
their own crimes and 
many have been accused 
by the sovereign reg ime 
of causing suffering, hun¬ 
ger and poverty. They at¬ 
tempt to divert the blame 
onto the revolutionaries. 

For they are selling all the 
resources and reserves of 
our country by slavery 
agreements with imperial¬ 
ist states or ..foreign 
forces". In fact, the oligar¬ 
chy is accusing revolution¬ 
aries in order to hide its 
own crimes. The bourgeoi¬ 
sie shamelessly exploits 
the people's feelings of 
^nationality" and national 
foundations and values in 
the age of imperialism. 


From patriotism 
of national bourgeoisie 
to cosmopolitan outlook 
of imperialist bourgeoisie 

In the 19th century, the bourgeoi¬ 
sie was waving the flag of independence 
and nationalism. The period of Nation¬ 
alisation of societies took shape with the 
formation of capitalism. As was realised 
then, the main problem was to form the 
„national market" for the bourgeoisie of 
every country. What the bourgeoisie 
wanted was nothing more than having its 
own national market. They also had to 
gain the support of masses. For that rea¬ 
son, they defended all the national ideas 
and values of the nation. By these means, 
the bourgeoisie in this period played a 
leading role in the fight for independence 
against feudals and landlords. They were 
in the forefront of the struggle for national 
dignity and values. 

A nation is a large community of 
people sharing a common history and 
culture, having an economic union, shar¬ 
ing a language, living in a particular ter¬ 
ritoriality and holding similar moral 


standards. A nation is created in accord¬ 
ance with these properties. 

But nowadays, the bourgeoisie, 
which has lost its national identity, has 
been playing a role in eliminating or de¬ 
stroying national values. The reactionaiy 
bourgeoisie began to be hostile to national 
forces and values at the stage of imperi¬ 
alism. Large masses of people were pro¬ 
voked by the bourgeoisie against each 
other. The bourgeoisie’s profits were 
based on the policy of racism and chau¬ 
vinism. But they never hesitated in de¬ 
ceitfully waving the flag of nationalism 
or patriotism as a mask. 

If there is anyone who should 
never speak about independence, nation¬ 
alism or national honour, it is the ruling 
classes of these countries. They not have 
no right to speak about it. Their behav¬ 
iour has been two-faced since the end of 

She signs our honour. 
The others are 
the members of 
a civil war army 
which has 
no national character. 
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Prime minister CILLER- 

When she became prime minister, 

she said "US are my second homeland 1 . 


the National Liberation wars. 

In our country, the petty bourgeoi¬ 
sie played a leading role in the period of 
the nationalisation because of the " too 
nationalist" position and undeveloped 
structure of the Ottoman Empire. A na¬ 
tional bourgeoisie with its own national 
market could not be created as it was in 
the Western countries. 

But though the National Libera¬ 
tion war was led by petty-bourgeoisie, it 
remained neutral and a steady anti-im¬ 
perialism could not be achieved because 
of the class structure of the petty-bour¬ 
geoisie. In the following years, our coun¬ 
try was left in the imperialist sphere of 
influence. 

The National Liberation war was 
accomplished by the efforts of the two 
nations living together in our country. But 
later, the leadership of the petty-bourgeoi¬ 
sie denied the national identity of the 
Kurdish nation and began to hinder its 
national development. They rejected time 
national, culture different and language 
between two nations. Nationalism was 
based on the policy of „how great it’s to 
say I’m a Turk" and „The superior Turk¬ 
ish race“. The national identities of other 
nations and their existence were rejected 
by slogans of „Everyone is Turkish who 
lives in Turkey". The petty-bourgeoisie 
who had led the struggle of the Turkish 
and Kurdish nations against the occupa¬ 
tion of imperialist states, attempted to 
refuse the Kurdish nation when it came 
to power. Their politics were based on the 
policy of assimilation, genocide and denial 
in order to stop the struggle of Kurdish peo¬ 
ple for freedom and independence. 

These policies were taken up by 


the newborn 
collaborator- 
in o n o p o 1 i s t 
bourgeoisie af¬ 
ter the 1950’s. 
Nothing 
changed after 
the monopoly 
bourgeoisie 
came to power. 
The racist, 
chauvinist 
bourgeoisie 
never tolerate 
even the name 
of the Kurdish 
people in order 
to hang on to 
their profits and 
markets. The Kurdish language was re¬ 
stricted and the existence and struggle of 
the Kurdish people in their liberation war 
was not written in the history books. 

Dominating classes sold 
the national dignity 
long time ago 

Today, the monopoly bourgeoisie 
- linked with imperialist monopolists - 
does not have any national character. 
They use the values of „nation, mother¬ 
land" etc. as masks to hide the truth. They 
conceal their slavery to imperialism be¬ 
hind the mask of nationalism. They do 
not have any native country except their 
own money and profits. They are only 
interested in their profits and they have 
nothing, no value which is not for sale 

The national flag and the national 
anthem are only used as motivation for 
the reactionary and counter-revolution¬ 
ary sections of society. In addition, the 
bourgeoisie uses these phenomena to put 
down the revolt or opposition of the peo¬ 
ple. In our country, the flag of the USA 
is more valuable than the Turkish flag 
and it is a sacred image and a benefactor 
for the monopoly bourgeoisie. It’s re¬ 
garded as validating their slavery to use 
the symbols of the USA or to wave its 
flag in our country. They use torture in 
order to force the captured revolutionar¬ 
ies from different nations - Kurdish, 
Arab, Circassian, Georgian, Laz - in pris¬ 
ons to sing the national anthem or to say 
„How great it’s to say I’m a Turk". 

The wave of chauvinism has a dif¬ 
ferent mission today: Provoking the Turk¬ 
ish nation against the Kurdish nation and 


other monopolists. 

This is a classical tactic of fascism. 
When it is in trouble, it tries hard to raise 
a wave of nationalism-reaction. It endeav¬ 
ours to hinder the national and social lib¬ 
eration struggles of the people and to de¬ 
stroy the revolution. 

It’s of great importance to defend 
the national identity or dignity of the 
Turkish and Kurdish people and revolu¬ 
tionaries. 

Peoples will be as free as 
they defend their 
own national dignity 

„There’s no reason for a nation to 
stand in fear of another nation’s free¬ 
dom". The reality of history proves this 
again. But, ailing classes spread their lies 
around the country. In fact, imperialism 
and its collaborators are the ones who 
must be full of fear of the staiggle for 
freedom, self-determination and national 
independence, because it’s historically 
proved that the freedom of nations 
strengthens the friendship and brother¬ 
hood of peoples. Naturally, this becomes 
the beginning of a period of dangerous 
developments for imperialism. 

It is time for the Turkish and 
Kurdish nations to organize a common 
struggle to move forward. We all must 
agree that there is no task more impor¬ 
tant today for the Turkish nation than 
going faster to develop relations with the 
Kurdish people. There is no problem be¬ 
tween the two nations who are under the 
yoke of a common enemy. The necessity 
of establishing close ties with the Kurd¬ 
ish people who are paying a high price 
for freedom is of great importance at the 
present. 

Our country is a multinational 
country. Our land belongs to every na¬ 
tion and minority who lives on it. The 
owners of everything produced in this 
land are the labourers of all nations and 
minorities. All the different nations and 
minorities with their own national iden¬ 
tity and cultural values have a right to 
live in this land free. 

The resources, reserves, wealth of 
this land belong to all nations and mi¬ 
norities who live on it. Besides, the oli¬ 
garchic state is mobilizing all its weap¬ 
ons against all nations. All the nations 
are screaming and suffering under the 
repression and torture of imperialism and 
its collaborators. When a Kurdish per- 
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son begins to stand against the obliga¬ 
tion, he is seen as „denying his origins 4 '; 
if it is a Turk, then he/she is accused of 
betraying the homeland. 

If a nation who protects and pre¬ 
serves its own national identity does not 
regard another nation’s rights and iden¬ 
tity or makes an effort to hinder the free 
development of another nation, then it 
means that it denies its own identity, free¬ 
dom and national dignity. 

Every kind of attack, torture, op¬ 
pression against the Kurdish people in 
the name of the Turkish nation by the 
oligarchy must be regarded as an attack 
on the national dignity of the Turkish 
people. 

„Aliens“ called „Special Teams 44 
and who have their photographs taken 
standing on the corpses of Kurdish peo¬ 
ple with their weapons and belongings 
on their backs are not only destroying the 
Kurdish people but also the national dig¬ 
nity, conscience and humanity of Turks, 
Kurds, Georgians, Circassians, Lazs. 
Those who cut off the ears of guerillas, 
who force the peasants to eat faeces, who 
rape Kurdish women are committing 
these crimes „in the name of the Turkish 
people 44 . This barbarity reminds us of the 
savagery of the Nazis in the name of the 
German Race. As a result, what Kurdish 
people confront today is behaviour 
against the Turkish people. 

If we do not stand up against all 
the crimes of imperialism and the oligar¬ 
chy, we cannot protect and preserve the 
national honour and cannot break the 
chains of slavery. 

We defend 

the national honour and 
will keep a close watch on it 

The ruling classes which praise 
themselves because of the victory of the 
liberation war against reprisals, 1915’s, 
are meeting the general in or imperial¬ 
ism, with salute fire today. Nowadays, 
those who fight against imperialist sol¬ 
diers are not the bourgeoisies or the petty- 
bourgeoisie, but the revolutionaries. The 
flag of patriotism is in the hands of revo¬ 
lutionaries. We must emphasize this re¬ 
ality again and again. This land is our 
homeland. This land belongs to the peo¬ 
ple who rise up and fight for independ¬ 
ence, democracy and socialism and fall 
down for the homeland. 

If a homeland is regarded as a ter¬ 


ritoriality or abstract symbols, everything 
becomes confused, because before every¬ 
thing what’s needed for national honour 
is to fight for free lands and to live free 
in a land. 

At the present, there is no contrast 
between imperialism’s interests and the 
ruling classes’ nationalism in our coun¬ 
try. They just want to have absolute domi¬ 
nation over the country and aim at mak¬ 
ing their profits safe. 

The Aegean Crisis, the problem 
of Cyprus and the Turkish minority in 
Bulgaria are noticeable examples of how 
the ruling classes provoke the masses. 
And also the meaningless hostility be¬ 
tween the Turkish and Greek people, cre¬ 
ated by the ruling classes, is the result of 
these policies against the interests of the 
people. 

In our country, revolutionaries feel 
hesitant to oppose national oppression in 
different countries. For example, revolu¬ 
tionaries must oppose the Bulgarian op¬ 
pression of the Turkish minority or the 
attacks of the Serbs supported by imperi¬ 
alists. But they do not. However, revolu¬ 
tionaries must not fear being parallel at 
some points with reactionaries or fascists. 
It is important to emphasize that all these 
oppressions and massacres are being 
planned, directed and armed by imperi¬ 
alism and secondly, we must show the 
hypocrisy of the fascists and the state. 

National honour means wanting 
national freedom for all nations as for 
ourselves. 

This land is 
our homeland 

Those in power are provoking the 
Turkish people against Kurdish people 
by waving the flag of chauvinism. Hos¬ 
tile crowds react with violence only un¬ 
der provocation. On the other hand, they 
promise to declare Newroz a national (of¬ 
ficial) holiday in 1994. 

Who are they kidding? Newroz is 
a day of solidarity with all oppressed peo¬ 
ples fighting against imperialism and 
strengthening the unity and brotherhood 
between nations in the Middle East. 

All these shameful manoeuvres 
were aimed at securing victory in the elec¬ 
tion. Their interests are contrary to the 
people’s demands, values, aspirations and 
hopes. Fascism pays special attention to 
get rid of the feeling of brotherhood be¬ 


tween nations by means of provocation, 
lies, etc. 

This is a characteristic of fascism. 
They apply every kind of method in or¬ 
der to strip the peoples from all their 
weapons, making them lose the strength 
of challenge and resistance with the aim 
of freeing the racist-fascist policies and 
dictating their own interests and solu¬ 
tions. They show different targets to hos¬ 
tile crowds provoked by the ruling classes: 
Communists revolutionaries, other na¬ 
tions, negros, yellows, religions, creeds, 
classes or minorities, etc. 

It has been historically proved that 
it’s only possible to gain national inde¬ 
pendence and to develop econmically and 
culturally by defeating imperialist he¬ 
gemony. And it has also been proved 
that economic independence is the fun¬ 
damental object of sovereignty. Depend¬ 
ence in the economy also brings depend¬ 
ence in politics. The oligarchy which is 
dependent on imperialism in every field, 
cannot be nationalist. They do not pay 
any regard to national honour and the 
values of the people. They cannot repre¬ 
sent the national honour of Turkish and 
Kurdish peoples and minorities. 

We must defend the national iden¬ 
tity and dignity of our people insistently. 
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WE SALUTE OUR MARTYRS 



SABAHAT KARATAS 
(1953-April 17, 1992) 

She was the 
daughter of a poor- 
Kurdish family. She 
was an active member 
of DEV-GENC. She 
worked in a factory 
while studing in 1976, she founded the DKD 
(Revolutionary Women's Association) together with her 
friends. After the founding of DEVRIMCI SOL, she 
started working in the underground organization and from 
then SABO was an examplary fighter of the underground. 

In 1988, she was elected onto the Central Commitee of 
DEVRIMCI SOL. She managed always to be unbeaten 
despite the difficulties and betrayals. She was never been 
captured by the enemy during her revolutionary life for 
22 years and activity underground for 14 years. She was 
been killed by police teams on April, 17 in Istanbul. She 
kept her promise and fell fighting. 

A.FAZIL OZDEMIR 
(1954, April 16, 1992) 

Fazil attented the Istanbul 
Technical University in 1974 and started 
the revolutionary struggle there. He 
become a member of the first committee 
of IYOD in 1976. He mastered all his 
tasks inside the youth and workers as 
an activist and functionary. After the 
fascist coup of 12 September 1980 he 
was admitted to the Central Committee 
and took on responsibility for the 
military section. After his arrest, he was 
sentenced to death. After his action for freedom in the first days 
of 1991 his longing for the burning struggle become performed. 
He returned to the struggle as the commander of the Urban Armed 
Revolutionary Units (SDB‘s) of DEVRIMCI SOL. He fell fighting 
as a member of DEVRIMCI SOL. His life was full of militancy, 
management, resistance in prison. 





TASKIN USTA 
(1962-April 17, 1992) 

He was the child of a poor family 
from Gumushane. He was a comrade 
who presented all opportunities he 
obtained to the movement. He knew the 
importance of the base and it took a life 
of great self-sacrifice and hard discipline 
for the base not to fall into the hands of 
the enemy. When the base was 
surrounded he never hesitated and 
continued to fight against the fascists. 
He and his comrades SABO and EDA 
fell after hours of fighting. 


SINAN KUKUL 
(1956-April 16, 1992) 

He was born in 
Trabzon, the son of a Laz 
family. In 1974, he attended 
Istanbul Technical University 
and got to known the 
revolutionary struggle. He 
became one of the leaders of 
DEV-GENC.He became the 
General Secretary of Istanbul 
DEV-GENC. In December 
1980, when he was a member 
of the Central Committee of DEVRIMCI SOL, he was taken into 
detention and arrested. Despite one-month of torture, he did not 
betray his comrades and organisation. After 2nd January 1990, 
when he escaped from prison, he again participated in the war, 
assuming his tasks on the Central Committee. On the night of the 
16 April, he examplarily offered resistance to the fascist killers 
and was martyred screaming our revolutionary watchword. 


EDA YUKSEL 
(1962-April 17, 1992) 

She was a daughter of a civil 
servant in Artvin. She came to 
known the revolutionary struggle 
during her years at high school and 
university. She carried out all the 
revolutionary tasks she was given. 
She fought against every kind of 
pessimism. Eda fought until 
morning against the fascist murderers. On 17 April she 
feel with her comrades SABO and TASKIN, waving our 
flag and crying out the slogans of DEVRIMCI SOL. 


SATI TAS 

(1963- April 16, 1992) 

Sati was 
the daughter of a 
poor family from 
Corum. She was a 
revolutionary who 
defended the 
honour of the nur¬ 
sing profession 
and who was fired 
to solve its 

problems. Together with the nurses and her friends 
she succesfully worked to turn the Istanbul branch 
of the Turkish Nurses Association in Istanbul. On 
the night of 16 April, she fell fighting at the attack 
against the base of our organization. She has joined 
the heroines of the people. 
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HUSEYIN K1LIC 
(1961-April 16,1992) 

Huseyin was the son of 
a Kurdish family from 
Tunceli. He took on the duty 
of setting up a militia base 
together with his wife 
„SATT*. He completed every 
task he started with success. 

He was self-sacrificing and 
did not know what the word „tired“ means. He was 
killed by the forces of the fascist state on 16 April, 1992. 

ARIF ONGEL 
(1963-April 16,1992) 

Comrade Arif, a poor 
family’s son, was a high 
school teacher. He came 
to know the revolutionary 
struggle in the years 
1988/89. He was an 
activist of the Teachers 
Association of Egit-Der 
and the Revolutionary 
Teachers Movement. His 

final task was to set up a militia base for the organization. 
He fell fighting alongside comrade Si nan and his wife 
comrade Sadan in their base on the night of 16 April. 

SADAN ONGEL 
(1 966-April 16, 1992) 

Sadan was the 
doughter for a retired 
policeman. She got to 
know the revolutionary 
struggle as a house wife. 

When her husband chose 
the revolutionary life, she 
did not distance herself or 
stop him from it but tried 
to understand him and his 
ideas. When their base 
was attacked on the right of the 16th April, she fought, 
reissted and fell a longside comrade Sinan and Arif. 


AYSE GULEN 
(1 964-April 16,1992) 

She was daughter of a 
Rize family. Despite all the 
opportunities presented by 
her family she chose to be a 
part of the revolutionary 
struggle. Ayse, who took her 
place as a theatre actress in 
the revolutionary cultural 
and artistic activities, was no 
ordinary actress but a thinking and creative artist who 
carried her class consciousness to the masses. She was 
a supporter of DEVRIMCI SOL and embraced death 
heroically on the night of 16 April. 





HAM I YET YILDIZ 
(1969-April 9,1992) 

She was daughter 
of a peasant family from 
Adapazari. She was an 
examplary revolutionary 
who shaped her life 
according to the needs of 
the revolutionary struggle. 

She was a student at the 
Press and Publications 
School of the University of 
Istanbul and was brave and 
determined member of DEV-GENC. On the 9th April 
1992, Hamiyet once more met the torturers in Izmir and 
she put them to flight. She lost her short but honourable 
life during a revolutionary action, fighting for hours, 
down to her last bullet. 


OLCAY UZUN 
(...-April 9,1992) 

The daughter of a retired 
teacher. She got to know the 
revolutionary struggle before the coup 
of 12 September 1980. She became 
a brave and determined member of 
the Armed Revolutionary Units. 
When their bases were attacked by 
police teams and torturers, she fought 
to her last bullet and fell. 


FARUK BAYRAKCI 
(...-April 9,1992) 

He was one of the leaders and 
militant members of Liseli DEV- 
GENC in the LDG (Revolutionary 
Youth of Lycees) in the 1980’s. He 
showed an examplary attitudes in our 
movement's stand against the 
oligarchy. He lived in the exact 
honourable manner of a DEVRIMCI 
SOL member. He took his place as a 
fighter of the Armed Revolutionary Units and martyrs 
alongside his comrade Olcay in Izmir. 


A. NIL ERGEN 
(1 968-April 16,1992) 

Comrade NIL was a 
planner and an architect. She 
became a professional revolu¬ 
tionary and worked in the 
cultural area of the Revo¬ 
lutionary Movement as an 
artist. She was shot on the night 
of 16 April in the home of a 
supporter of our organization. 
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HAKKI KARAHAN 
(1970-April 1,1 993) 

He attented the 
University of Istanbul and 
took part in all tasks of 
DEV-GENC as a militant. 

Hakki played an important j 

role in the founding of the *' * _ ' 

illegal platform of DEV- ^ I 

GENC and militias. He 

gave his complete effort for 

the sentencing of the coup- 

traitor gang. He became commander of the Armed 
Revolutionary Units. He organized and directed many 
actions against the torturers, counter-guerilla units with 
his comrades. He fell fighting until the last drop of his 
blood in a revolutionary action in Istanbul. 


member of DEV-GENC. She took part in the 
underground struggle of DEV-GENC in the following 
years and became one of the leading cadres of DEV- 
GENC. She continued her tasks succesfully as a member 
of the Armed Revolutionary Units until she fell. Before 
she and her comrades were killed, they punished a police 
team that had tortured and oppressed the people 

VEYSEL BEYSUREN 
(1 973-April 1,1993) 

Veysel was an active and brave militant 
of LDG (Revolutionary Youth of Lycees). He 
finished his life as a member of the Armed 
Revolutionary Units of DEVRIMCI SOL in a 
revolutionary action, with his comrades, Hakki 
and Ferda. His life was full of militancy, 
management, resistence with dignity. 


"30 March-17 April, Days To Commemorate the 
Martyrs of the Revolution". ..Devrimci Sol pris¬ 
oners at Sagmacilar Prison. 


SENGUL YILDIRAN 
(1970-April 30,1993) 

She got to know the revolu¬ 
tionary struggle in Istanbul University 
as a member of IYO-DER (Solidarity 
Association with Higher Education 
Youth of Istanbul). She never hesi¬ 
tated and became one of the leaders 
of University Youth. She planned, or¬ 
ganized and directed many kinds of 
action of IYO-DER for a Democratic 
University. She and her comrade Ugur 
were preparing the banners for May- 
day celebrations in their legal house. Fascist-police teams raided 
the house and murdered them with no warning. They were unarmed. 


IBRAHIM YALCIN 
(...-April 23,1993) 

He was the son of a poor family from 
Erzincan. Comrade Ibrahim was an examplary 
commander of the Armed Revolutionary Units 
of DEVRIMCI SOL. He took part in the 
formation of military activities. And he also 
worked in district areas. He attempted to fulfill 
his revolutionary tasks as a commander of the 
Armed Revolutionary Units until he was 
captured in 1991. He was a follower of Niyazi 
Aydin and Cavit Ozkaya in the organizing, 
planning and execution of military activities. 
He shared everthing with his comrades and insisted on it. He escaped from 
prison to continue his tasks. Ibrahim was ambushed in front of the base 
and killed by police teams on the night of 23 April 1993 in Istanbul. 

U. YASAR KILIC 


(1974-April 30,1993) 

IJgur was an active and leading 
member of IYO-DER. He was 
respected fori his activities among 
youth. In the early days of 1993, he 
was captured and tortured brutaly by 
the coup-traitor gang. But he never 
hesitated in defending the leadership 
and unity of our organization. He 
affected every person whom he talked 
with and mobilized them for the 
struggle. Comrade Ugur was killed 
by the political police in raids on his house. They were unarmed 
and defenceless. 
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MAKSUT POLAT 


Maksut extrajmalically 
executed in Adana 

On May 17, the political de¬ 
partment of the local police in 
Adana killed Maksut Polat in front 
of many witnesses. It was evening 
when Maksut Polat got out of a 
minibus. The moment he got out po¬ 
licemen opened fire with machine 
guns at very close range. He died 
immediately The scene was very 
crowded because a lot of students 
were leaving the schools. The plat¬ 
form for Freedom and Rights in 
Adana condemned Maksut Polat’s 
execution. They expressed their an¬ 
ger about this new case of an extrajudicial execution and empha¬ 
sised their concern for the lives of those who were arrested. The 
police refused to release the body of Maksut Polat. It was buried in 
a local cemetery. Once the body was located, a committee from 
Tiyad (Human Rights Organisation), the Platform for Freedom and 
Rights, Devrimci Sol Gucler and people from the Gazi neighbour¬ 
hood where Maksut used to live, gathered together at the cemetery 
and held a ceremony. 

After this execution by state-butchers, Devrimci Sol Gucler 
carried out several actions to honour the memory of Maksut Polat. 
On May 24, a lot of banners from Devrimci Sol Gucler with the 
text: „Maksut Polat, comrade, your memory will never die!" Were 
put up. On May 26 the police tried to remove such a banner. How¬ 
ever, a bomb was attached to it and one policeman was seriously 
injured. The text on the banner was: „Maksut Polat lives and 
Devrimci Sol is fighting." Again, this was not the only banner hang¬ 
ing around. Just this one was booby-trapped. 

He was born in Sivas. He was a Kurd. His family moved to 
Istanbul. He grew up in Istanbul, in the Gazi neighbourhood. In this 
neighbourhood a lot of people support the revolutionary struggle of 
Devrimci Sol. Instead of joining the army he decided to go under¬ 
ground and join the armed struggle with Devrimci Sol. He spent 
some time in prison. After his release he joined the guerrillas again. 
He was killed while he was busy organising the people and helping 
to expand the organisation in Adana. 

RECEP GULER 



Two Devrimci Sol guerillas 

died in battle 


SERPIL YILMAZ 

On May 4 y there 
was a clash between a 
special anti-terror unit 
and an armed unit of 
Devrimci Sol near Dersim 
City. The fighting started 
at 04.00 and lasted until 
19.00 hr. According to 
people who live close to 
the scene of the fighting , a huge number 
of anti-terror units came from other towns 
and surrounded the guerrilla group. They 
used heavy weapons like grenades and 
the fighting lasted for fifteen hours. The 
two guerrillas were then killed. The rest 
managed to break through the siege and 
got away. 

The guerillas were buried in 
Hozat. It was clear that their bodies were 
mutilated after they died and fell into the 
hands of the butchers. Their funeral was 
accompanied by many 
people and the cer¬ 
emony was attended by 
many people. They 
yelled: 

"Long Live 
Devrimci Sol” 

A. YUKSEL KELES 



Yet another 


There has been no news for 
about 50 days of Recep Gtiler who 
was abducted by the counter- 
guerrilla forces in Istanbul last 
April. 

The list of missing persons be¬ 
comes longer by the day. Recep 
Guler is one of the latest additions 
to the list. Recep Guler was taken into custody by the coun¬ 
ter-guerrilla forces attached to the Istanbul Security Directo¬ 
rate. The police have responded to inquiries by his family and 
lawyers by saying “We are holding no such person”. How¬ 
ever, some of the others taken into custody on Mayday have 


missing 



reported seeing Recep Guler at the Istanbul Security Directo¬ 
rate and have indicated that he was arrested in connection 
with a police operation against Devrimci Sol. Many previous 
instances of people going missing came about in a similar 
way. 

Some of the revolutionaries who have gone missing 
were also seen at the police station in the early days after 
their arrest. They are attempting to turn Recep Guler too into 
a missing person. 

The Rights and Freedoms Platform, the mothers of 
martyrs and prisoners, lawyers of the People’s Law Centre 
and progressive public opinion are all trying to save Recep 
Guler’s life. 
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The misleading politics of Germ any 
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WEAPONS EMBARGO 


fHR; he declaration of the 
M|M German government 
■ . that it has a ten- 
® dency to stop weap¬ 
ons sales to Turkey 
has created a discussion among dif¬ 
ferent groups of people. Rather than 
being about the question of,, what kind 
of results would it bring, if the ten¬ 
dency of the German government be¬ 
comes a decision ", the discussion was 
about the political aspects of the mat¬ 
ter and the meaning of this tendency. 

At the same time, the question 
of „ on what kind of basis are the re¬ 
actions and politics of imperialist 
countries formed? “Is again the topic 
of day. It is clear that views which 
don’t see general imperialist politics 
and, as a special case, the Middle- 
East policies of the German govern¬ 
ment together (as two parts of one 
phenomenon) can reach false conclu¬ 
sions about the weapons embargo. 


Germany's support 
for Turkey 

The German government had de¬ 
cided to give Turkey army equipment 
worth 1.5 billion Mark in 1993. As they 
declared this decision, they cited com¬ 
mon interests within NATO" as a justifi¬ 
cation. It was very clearly obvious that 
these weapons were for the needs of the 
oligarchy in the dirty war, because Tur¬ 
key doesn’t have any problem with the 
countries around it within NATO. Natu¬ 
rally the army used these weapons in the 
active struggle areas. It was reported in 
the press that arms like AK-41 rifles, 
which have been given to village guards 
and tanks belonged to the old East-Ger¬ 
man army. Until the day on which a photo 


showing a tank pulling a corpse tied to it 
on the ground was printed in newspapers, 
the German government didn’t declare 
anything about where these weapons were 
to be used. This photo in the German 
press motivated public opinion. As the 
question of „are German 
weapons being used 
against civilian Kurdish 
people?" Became the 
topic of the day, the Ger¬ 
man government decided 
on a weapons embargo 
on 26 March 1992 in a 
hurry. The decision was 
nothing but a manoeuvre 
to lessen the reaction 
which occurred among 
the people. Also, the Ger¬ 
man government neither 
showed a reaction 
against the dirty struggle 
of the ruling classes nor 
made a declaration to ap¬ 
prove the struggle and 
wishes of the Kurdish 
people. This couldn’t be hoped from them 
anyway. Two months later, on 2-6-1992, 
the embargo was cancelled and previously 
programmed military-aid began again. 
The wishes of the German weapons in¬ 
dustry were effective in ensuring that the 
embargo was so quickly cancelled. The 
two-month embargo had as a result only 
silencing German public opinion, noth¬ 
ing else. The Turkish army didn’t give 
up using German weapons in its dirty 
struggle which targets civilians too. The 
military aid programme, which began two 
months later again, was nearly to be com¬ 
pleted in its 1.5 billion Mark volume. 

Newroz and the local elections 
have been a period in which attention 
turned to the Kurdish issue again. Del¬ 
egations which came from Europe re¬ 
ported to the European media what they 


saw during Newroz and the local elec¬ 
tions. The phenomenon which attracted 
particular attention was the great amount 
of military concentration. A German of¬ 
ficial described the scene which was like 
a German army manoeuvre. 



Temporary weapons 
embargo to silence 
public opinion 

One of the reasons which led to 
the movement of public opinion was the 
great demonstrations of Kurdish patriots 
who live in Germany and their actions of 
burning themselves. As a result, the ob¬ 
servations of German delegations in 
Kurdistan and protest demonstrations in 
Germany forced the German government 
to make the embargo the topic of the day. 
And so the military aid package, which 
was hoped to be transported on 15 April 
and consisted of spare parts and optical 
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target seekers, was temporarily stopped. 
Only 40 million of military aid package 
of 15 billion Mark was to be paid. Also 
the greater part of aid was already com¬ 
pleted and the rest of it, which consisted 
of a small amount, was stopped just for a 
period of time. It was obvious that the 
weapons and equipment transportation, 
which was stopped just for a period of 
time, wouldn’t cause any difficulties for 
the Turkish army. When we think about 
all of this, what meaning can the deci¬ 
sion have? 

Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin 
answers this question thus: „The equip¬ 
ment which will reach us later is not im¬ 
portant. We emphasize the case because 
of its political importance". According to 
Cetin, although the German decision 
wouldn’t create any difficulty, it could be 
interpreted as supporting the Kurdish 
national movement. 

But the German government has 
earned praise from the Turkish govern¬ 
ment with its tough measures against 
demonstrators at the Newroz demonstra¬ 
tions and so it has proved that it doesn’t 
have any policy of being sensitive to the 
wishes and problems of Kurdish people. 
German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
who reminded Hikmet Cetin that this 
decision was only temporary and that 
their basic problem was silencing public 
opinion and protecting the balance of do¬ 
mestic politics. A German Foreign Min¬ 
istry spokesman said to newspapers that 
at the local elections and Newroz celebra¬ 
tions some representatives from various 
institutions went to Kurdistan as observ¬ 
ers and these people held press confer¬ 
ences when they returned to Germany and 
said that German weapons were used in 
internal conflicts and showed photos and 
films. This material would be examined to 
see if the photographed and filmed weap¬ 
ons were made in ex-East Germany or Rus¬ 
sia. Clearly, the German government tried 
to gain time to prevent the ob-servations 
of delegations from creating a reaction. 
After a while the embargo, which was 
temporarily declared, would be cancelled 
and the aid would go on. On March of 
1992, the German government was mak¬ 
ing misleading manoeuvres again. So, 
until the obvervations of delegations from 
Eastern Anatolia were forgotten, the Ger¬ 
man government would seem to be do¬ 
ing something and it would prevent a 
damaging reaction in public opinion. 


The reaction of Germany 
cannot be seen I 
separately from its 
imperialist profits 


Although the German 
„embargo" was limited it was re¬ 
ported as the main news with the 
headline „Weapons embargo 
from Germany" in Ozgur 
Gundem on 8 April. This news, 
which could be seen as an ex¬ 
ample of exaggerated journal¬ 
ism, gained a special meaning, 
as it took place in the same pe¬ 
riod in which the patriotic move¬ 
ment was trying to practise the 
game of „diplomacy". 

Although it was reported 
in the article that the German 
government decided to impose 
a second weapons embargo on Turkey 
because „the weapons and military equip¬ 
ment which they gave to Turkey within 
the NATO agreements have been used 
against Kurdish guerillas", in reality, 
there wasn’t any German declaration 
which gave the „Kurdish guerillas" as a 
reason. Moreover, it was emphasized in 
the Federal Parliament on 13 April that 
the state shouldn’t target civilians in it’s 
struggle against guerillas. The German 
government, which knows that the point 
on which public opinion is sensitive is 
that civilians are targeted, had declared 
that they support Turkey in it’s struggle 
against the guerillas and it made the same 
declaration again. 

Whom and how could it benefit 
to make exaggerated news, to make news 
which could produce false ideas, for ex¬ 
ample to create such an atmosphere as if 
the German government turned against 
Turkey and became sensitive of the na¬ 
tional wishes of Kurdish people. As the 
reality doesn’t change with the exagger¬ 
ated commentaries, it can’t be a justifi¬ 
cation to aim for a positive motivation of 
people within the psychological struggle 
either. Therefore there remains only one 
aim: to justify the PKK’s attempt to en¬ 
ter into the field of diplomacy after the 
Kurdish conference in Brussels. We have 
pointed to the traps in the field of diplo¬ 



macy before. Apart from these traps, even 
to justify such attempts has not only a 
logical weakness, it is at the same time a 
political blindness to hope imperialist 
states taking part in the struggle of op¬ 
pressed and colonized people. As the 
struggle of oppressed and colonized peo¬ 
ple aims principally to get outside the 
imperialist system, to understand single 
events correctly, every development must 
be passed through an anti-imperialist 
analysis filter. Otherwise, single events, 
which are seen in isolation from the gen¬ 
eral politics of the entire system and their 
relations to general developments could 
be understood in a totally false way. 

For example, to believe that the 
German government took a position 
against the Turkish Republic. In reality, 
the Middle-East politics of Germany is 
the politics of keeping and developing its 
imperialist profits. The rest are only de¬ 
tails. The danger of commentaries which 
don’t see this reality and which exagger¬ 
ate the developments is that they help the 
formation of a view which creates hope 
in the imperialist states and which reduces 
anti-imperialist knowledge. The revolu¬ 
tionaries and the patriots can destroy the 
lies of imperialist states to the extent 
that they can expose the manoeuvres 
of the imperialists which silence pub¬ 
lic opinion ■ 
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Against rising prices, mass-expenses and repression 

STAND UP! 




The struggle is moving 
forward. In Turkey, 
tlie workers are rising 
because of the rise in prices 
sackings and the repression 
aimed at breaking 
the workers’ resistance. 
The campaign "to stand up 
against rising prices, 
mass-expenses 
and repression" 
organised by Devrimci Sol 
is still going on. 


stanbul 

The workers of the Cibali 
cigarette factory occupied the fac¬ 
tory for two days on April six and 
seven. Afterwards they did not go 
to work. They also expressed their 
anger about the „yellow union", Tek 
Gida-Is. The children here are also 
involved. 500 tobacco workers also 
blocked the roads. 

Demonstration of the Plat¬ 
form for Freedom and Rights. The 
Platform for Freedom and Rights is 
made up of many different demo¬ 
cratic groups. They held a demon¬ 
stration with 400 people. 

On April 15, dock workers 
form Halic, Camialti and Tekel 
Bomonti Factory demonsrated 
againsts the closing of their facto¬ 
ries. Dock workers demonstrated on 
April 12. They stopped work for two 
hours. Workers from the cement 
factory, Yunus, occupied the motor¬ 
way and demonstrated. 

On April 13, after the de¬ 
monstration for Freedom and 
Rights Platform, the police arrested 25 people. 

On April 12, 3500 leather workers demonstrated against price 
rises and the new tax-laws. Beykoz- Leather factory workers occupied 
the factory. On April 15, 3500 leather workers 
demonsrated in Tuzla. 

IETT (public transport) workers held a 
demonsration. 

Sumerbank (a state inter prise which produces vari¬ 
ous kind of consumer goods), 8000 workers 
demonsrated against the privatization of Sumerbank. 

Civil servants strike for one day 

privatization means starvation, loss of jobs and poor 
living standards,'" This is the slogan of civil servants 
in Istanbul. They held a demonstration on April 14 to 
protest against privatisation and price rises. They car¬ 
ried banners saying: „We do not want to pay for the 
war in Kurdistan!'" and „Tansu (Ciller) go to America!"", 
„We are civil servants, we are right, we will win!'" A 
pamphlet was handed out during the demonstration: 
pight Against this economic terror'". The pamphlet 
was signed by the „Platform for Civil Servants and the 
Platform for Trade Unions in Istanbul."" After some 
speeches, the police, as usual, attacked the demonst¬ 
ration.On the same day hundreds of civil servants of 
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the union Turn Yargi Sen, working in the 
courts, demonstrated in front of the Is¬ 
tanbul Court-house. They yelled: Repres¬ 
sion will not stop us, we are right, we will 
win! 

Kocaeli 

Petkim workers went on strike on 
April 8. 8000 people demonstrated 
against the closing of this factory. They 
occupied a motorway and yelled slogans 
against fascism. „We are workers, we will 
win“, „We will not allow this factory to 
be closed"" 

Adana 

On April 9, 1500 civil servants 
demonstrated. The same amount of tel¬ 
egrams were sent to the government, pro¬ 
testing against privatisation and the ris¬ 
ing cost of living. 

Police attacked a demonsration 
and arrested many young people. This 
was organised by the student organisa¬ 
tions TODEF and DLMK. 

Ankara 

On April 11, thousands of civil 
servants united in a big demonstration. 

They protested against privatisation and 
the sackings. Their slogans were: „Down with American Imperialism"" and 
„The right to decide belongs to working people"". On April 13, 6000 workers 
demonsrated. 502 workers in Sincan demonsrated in front of the city-coun¬ 
cil. 

Gebze 

Demonstration on the 12th of April. 7000 people joined the demon¬ 
stration. Most of the demonstrators were workers in the iron or glass indus¬ 
tries. They yelled slogans: „Zonguldak, you are not alone. Workers and civil 
servants together towards a general strike. We are right and we will win"" 

Kirsehir 

After the government decision to close the Petlas Factories (pro¬ 
duces tires for airplanes, cars, etc.) the workers decisided to inarch to the 
capital, Ankara.5000 workers and that family left the city.The police 
baricaded the road near Ankara. 

Konya 

The police fired by guns to the workers who demonsrated in Konya. 
Five workers were arrested in Antep. 

Students from several universities organised and carried through a 
number of demonsrations. 

Karabuk 

Thousands are screaming; 

"We want our factory" 

The workers of the Iron and Steel Factory are very angry about the 
closing of their factory. Their struggle against the „yellow-union"", Turk-Is, 
and the new economic package will go on. On April 24, 15.000 people dem¬ 
onstrated against the attack on their existence.A lot of civil servants, stu¬ 
dents and miners from Zonguldak supported them. They demanded the with¬ 
drawal of the government. Their banners said: „The closing of our factory 
mean death. We do not deal with death". 

Zonguldak 

During three day’s demonsrations were going in Zonguldak. 70.000 
people demonsrated on April 11. Miners and their relatives demonsrated 
against the closure of the pits and the privatization. 
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Izmir 

800 workers of the Taris Factory boycotted the factory food distribu¬ 
tion. 500 workers demonstrated in front of the factory. On April 13, 469 
occupied the factory and started a hungerstrike. On April 10, the police shut 
at a demonsrations. Many people were arrested. Dockworkers demonsrated 
on April 14. 85 workers who were a member .of the ruling- Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party- SHP publicy burned their membershipcards. 



Prisoners support the campaign 

Prisoners from Devrimci Sol in the Istanbul prison Sagmalcilar, 
Gaziantep, Malatya, Kayseri and other prisons through out the country, joi¬ 
ned the campaign. In Sagmalcilar prison Devrimci Sol prisoners went on 
hunger strike for three days. In their declaration they swore to „..act against 
the policies of fascism, starvation and repression. We will not keep our mouths 
shut.“Prisoners in Gaziantep prison supported the campaign and went on 
hunger strike for three days. 

In Kayseri prison, the prisoners started their action on April 28. They 
made an announcement during visiting hour. They attached a banner to the 
walls with the words: „We are not going to pay for your dirty war. Let us unite 
in the fight against price rises and sackings." After two days theyturned out 
the lights inside the jail. For two days they did not go 
the counting of the prisoners. For two days they went 
on hunger strike. On May 3, prison guards and sol¬ 
diers attacked the prisoners. 

In Malatya prison Devrimci Sol prisoners went 
on hunger strike for eight days. Their statement: pov¬ 
erty and starvation cannot be the future of the prole¬ 
tariat, we do not accept this and we will fight on. 

Cultural resistance 

The Ayse Gulen Peoples Theatre protested 
against repression and exploitation with a play. The 
Theatre has always been a part of the resistance in 
Turkey. After the introduction of the economic meas¬ 
ures of April 5, they performed numerous play on the 
streets. They invited people to the struggle and to unite 
in the fight for their rights as human beings. They 
perform their plays usually in the poor parts of towns 
known as shanty-towns. Also they often play in front 
of the city bakery. Here there are always very many 
people, because bread costs half as much as else where. 

The peoples are very interested in these plays and some¬ 
times they inspire people to publicly speak out about 
economic repression ■ 


AYSE GULEN 
PEOPLES THEATRE- 
With the strikers... 
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The economic crisis hos reached on irreversible situation 

TH€ft€ IS NO ISSUC 


ftirkey is living 
one of the most 
deep crisis 
of its history 


A ll the economic, social, po¬ 
litical policies of the Turkish 
oligarchy remain unresolved 
and its internal contradic¬ 
tions gradually deepen with every pass¬ 
ing day. Almost all of the bourgeois par¬ 
ties seem to be having an internal civil war. 

Although the contradictions be¬ 
tween the army and the government, be¬ 
tween the parties in power and the oppo¬ 
sition have reached an extreme level, all 
these elements can unite against revolu¬ 
tionary and patriotic movements, accus¬ 
ing them falsely of anarchy and terror 
demagogy nice together for a „national 
agreement". However, this agreement" 
cannot be stabilized because of the exist¬ 
ence of contradictions. The dimensions 
of the contradictions will be increased by 
the rising struggle. 

The US dollar 
once again exposes 
crisis of the system 


The economic crisis once again 
came to light on January 18 as the value 
of the dollar gained 630 lira against the 
Turkish lira within a few hours, which 
meant that one US dollar was worth more 
than 17,000 Turkish lira. In the follow¬ 
ing days, it rapidly rose to over 25,000 
Turkish lira. It was useless that prime 
minister Tansu Ciller said, „Don’t become 
alarmed" and President Demirel called 
for calm. The economy of Turkey which 
has total internal and external debts of 
over 500 trillion TL. (Turkish lira) has 
finally given up the TL. for the US dollar 
and, as a result, official and unofficial 
devaluations have occurred. The govern¬ 
ment just watched as the dollar increased 
in value. People completely ignored the 
words: „There is nothing to be afraid of, 
we have a lot of foreign currency." Espe¬ 
cially in the larger cities, rents for apart¬ 
ments and houses, even those that are out- 
of-the-way, have to be paid in foreign 
currency. Students and salaried people 
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have become the main subject of news¬ 
paper articles on the economy because as 
soon as they get their allowances and sala¬ 
ries they run to the foreign exchange of¬ 
fices and investors are very dissatisfied 
about the situation. 

As soon as Tansu Ciller came to 
power, she said, inflation will be pre¬ 
vented and the interest in foreign curren¬ 
cies will be dropped. 64 She kept neither 
of her promises. The present government 
had criticized the Central Bank’s inter¬ 
ference in the free exchange market be¬ 
fore the elections, but now it says, „There 
is no any other way than the Central 
Bank’s interference in the free exchange 
market 66 . Unfortunately, there is nothing 
left in the state’s treasury. 

Even the bourgeois press com¬ 
pared this situation to Black Friday in the 
United States. Since 1944, the US dol¬ 
lars has gone from 1.80 TL. to nearly 23 
thousand TL. „There is nothing to be 
afraid of 6 , 66 we are on duty. 66 Tansu 
Ciller's words are like 
somebody whistling in the 
dark. Since the US dollar 
gained in value against the 
TL. it has added 180 trillion 
TL. to Turkeys external and 
internal debts since January 
1994. Consequently, the la¬ 
bourer has shouldered the 
burden of the crisis once 
again. 

The Turkish money was 
devalued to 25 thousand 
TL. for one US dollar by be¬ 
lievers in the proverb „One 
Turk is equivalent to the 
whole world 66 . The extermi¬ 
nation of the characteristics 
of the Turkish national cur¬ 
rency is relevant to imperi- 
alist relationships. The 
country is surrounded and 
bound by imperialism in 
many aspects of the rela¬ 
tionship and its applica¬ 
tions. The existence of the 




financial crisis is the first and main 
reason for imperialists 
policy to 
run our 
country ■ 
into debt. 

As a mat¬ 
ter of fact, \ 
the rise of 
the US dollar 
is not the only 
reason for the 
crisis. The 
main reason is 
the collabora- 
tionist and 

exploitative regime itself. 

An overview 
of the collapsed 
economy 

The internal and external debts 

The debt policy is an application 
of neo-colonialism and the two exist side 
by side in our country. The debt reached 
its highest point with the implementation 
of the SAP (Structural Adjustment Pro¬ 
gramme) on January 24. The external 
debt was 13 billion US dollars before 
January 24. It has reached 70 billion US 
dollars today and it has become the basis 
of the economic crisis. The impure capi¬ 
talist economy naturally creates unbal¬ 
anced production and it tends to con¬ 
sumption; there is no other way for it but 
to run into internal and external debt in 
order to eliminate the budget deficits. The 
deficit, the difference between the state’s 
revenues and expenditures, has reached 
its highest point. Nearly 350 trillion TL. 
in internal debts and 70 billion in exter¬ 
nal debts have deepened the crisis and 
have brought the country to a desperate 
state. At present, the Turkish government 
has to give out half of its whole budget in 
order to pay its debts and interest. Its 
credit rating was decreased by the impe¬ 
rialist credit organisations because it had 
no choice but to pay its debts by borrow- 


in S a S ain - That 
IV \ is the reason 

4 \ why our eco¬ 

nomic situa¬ 
tion was 
t said to be a 
\tangled 
|l\ mess by 
f \ one of 
P \ the im¬ 
perialist 
organisa¬ 
tions, Moody's. 

Their first complaint was about 
the working people's wages. They were 
as worried about this situation as the 
working people were... But the imperial¬ 
ist organisations were saying that the 
wage rate was too high and the tendency 
of wages to increase was dangerous... 
AJso the rate of inflation was a complete 
disaster. Another matter emphasized by 
the imperialist organisations was the re¬ 
placement of Turkish money in the mar¬ 
ket by the US dollar and its loss of im¬ 
portance to the public. The only thing 
they worried about was the security of the 
loan that was given by them and the loans 
that they would have to give. That is why 
the „SAP 66 remains unchanged for semi¬ 
colonial countries like Turkey. Afterall, 
Tansu Ciller's efforts to show people how 
„sweet u the warning was from imperial¬ 
ist creditors, saying that we didn’t need 
any loan, saying proudly that the balance 
of payments was to our advantage and 
Suleyman Demirel's words, „the state will 
never be without money." Were all worth¬ 
less. It doesn't matter that some people 
are saying, „Our economic situation is 
better than the economic situation of the 
USA and England. 66 Aiid „the OECD's 
extra money is flowing into Turkey. 66 This 
showing off neither stops their panic nor 
their trembling when they say, „What if 
we’re asked to pay our debts? 66 The hump 
that is on the back of the people can be 
defined in thousands of billions. Not too 
long ago, in 1983, the external debt was 
$385 per person. It has now reached 
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$1200. Each person is burdened with a 
debt of about TL. 7 million by the state, 
in addition to the people's struggle for 
living, even unborn babies are burdened 
with a debt of TL. 34.5 million, if the so 
called „ internal debt policy 44 is taken into 
consideration. The Turkish collaborators 
prepare poverty for our unborn babies. 

The inflation rate 
is at its highes level 

One of the most important prom¬ 
ises of the present government, which 
enabled it to be elected, was „we will re¬ 
duce inflation to about 10 percent, „ be¬ 
cause people were tired of living with in¬ 
flation. But their false promise was 
quickly exposed. In the first days of the 
government, the rate of inflation was ap¬ 
proximately 66.5 percent. Now it has 
reached 100 percent. 

The words in the election cam¬ 
paign, „we are able to reduce inflation 
within a hundred days 44 have been re¬ 
placed with the words „we don’t have any 
magic wands in our hands. 44 It is obvious 
that the agreement will increase the eco¬ 
nomic terror against the people by hold¬ 
ing one meeting after another to negoti¬ 
ate price increase for goods and SAP. 
They do not care about people at all. Be¬ 
cause they themselves are big shots, they 
are always able to fill their stomachs and 
pockets. Even they complain about infla¬ 
tion. They con people by saying, „we 
didn't raise prices, we just regulated them. 
44 The government offers people a miser¬ 
able life by not only raising prices but 
through wages too. The real rate of in¬ 
flation is not countable any longer. The 
extreme devaluation of the lira adds fuel 
to the flames of inflation. Even the bour¬ 
geois press couldn't resist the headline 
expectation of prices terror. 44 According 
to the State Research Institute's question¬ 
naire results, the minimum monthly ex¬ 
penses of a family of 4 have reached 4/2 
of the minimum wage based on January 
1994 prices. 

Today workers have reached an 
impossible state to negotiate with the em¬ 
ployers about their wage claim. Artisans 
and small producers share the same des¬ 
tiny with the working class. As members 
of the bankrupt stores and workshops are 
increasing, it’s becoming impossible for 
the owners to put new merchandise in place 
of the ones sold. Nothing can be expected 
from an economy which is in a coma. 


The state’s 
budget in a mess 

The difference between revenues 
and expenditures of the state has a spe¬ 
cific importance in the collapse of the 
budget. It was announced that the budget 
deficit was 130 trillion TL. on January. 
It’s clear that this amount has increased 
with the latest US dollar crisis. Again, 
according to January statistics, the state’s 
budget loses 120 billion TL. everyday. 4t 
means that this amount will directly or in¬ 
directly be paid by working people or the 
state would run into debt to imperialism. 

The crisis 
and 

dirty war 

The continuation of the war in the 
Kurdistan plays an important role in the 
catastrophe of the economy. Since 150 
thousand soldiers, tens of thousands of 
police and the Kurdish armed collabora¬ 
tors are in the war, which burdens the 
economy with a public deficit, this causes 
the increase of the state’s rate of interest. 
That’s related to the neccessity of devalu¬ 
ation. The government announced that 
over 900 trillion TL. would be spent in 
1994 and that 55 percent of that amount 
would be used on military expenditions. 
If it’s taken into consideration that only 
10 percent is spent for investments, the 
result of that decision will cost people 
more unemployment, higher prices, more 
bloodshed and more tears. The govern¬ 
ment, which is in the process of facing a 
foreign currency deficit, announced the 
buying of 4 Awacs military aircraft for 
500 million US dollars and equipping the 
dirty war army with Cobras and 
Shorsleys. It’s not difficult for us to pre¬ 
dict that the foreign trade deficit will in¬ 
crease because the ruling class uses so 
much of the budget to oppress the peo¬ 
ple’s social opposition and they will have 
to get more loans from inside and outside 
to pay for it. 

Unemployment is 
growing like 
in avalanche 

Contrary to the words Jobs and 
bread for everyone 4 ", they do not intend 
to give a crumb to the people. Neither do 
they have the intention or the economic 



Each baby borns with 
1500 dollar's debt in Turkey... 


and political power to keep their words. 
Their advantage is in not reducing the 
number of the unemployed, but in using 
the army of the unemployed as a threat 
against the working class struggle for 
freedom and rights. The capitalist sys¬ 
tem’s benefit is not in Jobs and food for 
everyone 44 . In February, it was announced 
by the State Statistical Institute (SIS) that 
the total number of unemployed was close 
to 6 million. Of course this number is only 
the statement of the SIS. In reality, the 
number of unemployed people is much 
higher. 

The state has the real responsibil¬ 
ity for making Turkey a paradise of cheap 
labour, suitable for every kind of exploi¬ 
tation of people and pushing them into 
degeneration. In our country on average 
500 thousand jobs are needed each year. 
Instead of 500 thousand jobs only around 
80-90 thousand are created, which shows 
the government’s approach to the employ¬ 
ment problem. The difference between the 
two numbers grows in leaps and bounds 
and transfers to the next years and reaches 
awful dimensions. Besides, there are con¬ 
tinuous job losses. Right after the dollar 
crisis, lay-offs occurred in the automo¬ 
tive, construction, ceramics and electron¬ 
ics sectors. The other sectors intensively 
firing without employer sponsorship. It 
was announced that in the construction 
sector alone 15 thousand workers have 
been laid off. Tansu Ciller openly re¬ 
marked in her speech on 22 March how 
determined she to extend the army of 
the unemployed by saying, taxpayers’ 
money goes to the working people 44 and 
she added it would be a blessing for 
everyone to have more unemployment 
from privatization. 
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The tax reform 
is a robbery 

The injustice of the tax system is 
a concrete example to the injustice of 
capitalism. In our country, the state tells 
people by using the mass media and all 
the possibilities, how sacred “taxed in- 
come“ is. It is said that taxes will be re¬ 
turned to the people in the form of elec¬ 
tricity, roads, water, etc... Even the min¬ 
istry of religious affairs tells people that 
taxes are one of the most important forms 
of worship. The purpose of these words 
is to get the last penny in the people’s 
pockets. „Tax paying is a worship"" is 
written on one side of the economy, which 
is for the people; but it’s foolishness for 
the ruling class and that’s the other side 
of the economy. The most important wor¬ 
ship for the ruling class is to know how 
to cheat on taxes. The state neither in¬ 
tends to tax capitalists nor tries to. Even 
though they accidently pay taxes, the 
money returns to them after a while. The 
state’s power is always good enough for 
the poor people. According to research, the 
tax rate on waged people was 35% in 1987. 
This rate has increased by 60% 1992. 

In addition, half the resources are 
used for only around 10 million people, 
the rest of the resources are used for 
nearly 50 million of the population. Af¬ 
ter 1980, while the ruling class took 70% 
of national resources, waged people took 


the government to devalue the Turkish 
money which is not true. The simple truth 
is that the budget deficit causes devalua¬ 
tion. If the government can’t balance rev¬ 
enues and expenditures, it certainly will 
cause these kinds of results; but the col¬ 
laborator bourgeoisie’s puppet govern¬ 
ment’s goal is not that. In addition to con¬ 


The privatization means 
for the working unemployment, 
loui salary and disorganization 


cealing the real reasons of the devalua¬ 
tion, they are making their way to form a 
base for the privatization programme. 
The expression „budget deficit"" is not 
used to explain the extravagance of the 
state’s expenditures but it’s purposely 
used to cut some amount of causes run¬ 
ning in to the PEE (Public’s Economic 
Enterprises). The scenario is to put the 
PEE into a weak position by leaving them 
short of resources and to lock-out its 
workers. All these efforts up to now did 
not satisfy them. Consequently, they want 
to privatize on a large scale. It’s openly 
expressed by the government that the rev¬ 
enues of the sold PEE would go to pat 
the external debt. The prescription"" 
which was prepared by imperialism based 
on the „SAP 4 will seal itself on the proc¬ 
ess after the election. The prescription"", 
full of the pungent medicine, was just 
prepared for the working people and it’s 
clear that the working people will be 
forced to take those pungent medicines. 
When the people are burdened with the 
bills of the debt, they will become poorer. 
People have no advantage in the Struc¬ 
tural Adjustment Programme, this pro¬ 
gramme"" won’t help the government to 
overcome the crisis. The Public Economic 
Enterprises will be sold to native and for¬ 
eign companies in order to pay internal 
and external debts and the budget defi¬ 
cits, and that will be the government’s 
fundamental economic policy in the next 
period of time. Beyond the privatization 


15%. As 70.8 percent of total 
taxes are paid by working peo¬ 
ple, the classes of the oligar¬ 
chy pay only 20.2 percent, al¬ 
though they have 70 percent of 
the national revenues . Even 
these statistics are enough to 
see that the state’s hands are 
always in the people’s pockets 
and people are the carriers of 
the tax burden. When the gov¬ 
ernment said, „taxes and loans 
enable us to construct tens of 
thousands of roads" 4 , „the infra¬ 
structure expands rapidly"", „no 
village has remained without 
telephones"", it does nothing but 
deceive people. According to 
the statistics of 1993 as invest¬ 
ments remained at the level of 
1.8%, consumption rose to the 
level of 8.6%. In other words, 
the results were contrary to the 
government’s statement. In¬ 
vestment didn’t boom, but consumption 
was pumped by the government. The sim¬ 
ple truth is, such a difference between 
consumption and investment makes life 
more expensive. 


The privatization 
and the election outcome 

The complaint of „too much pub- 
lic expenditure" 4 is used as an excuse by 


INITIAL and PRESENT SITUATION OF THE 
EXTERNAL and INTERNAL DEBT 

The progress of the external and internal debts 
of Turkey according to the years 

Years 

Total debt 
(in bilion TL) 

Perperson 

1970 

50.9 

1.443 

1975 

112.0 

2.811 

1980 

1.762 

39.702 

1983 

7.319 

193.133 

1985 

20.175 

401.097 

1987 

51.646 

708.145 

1989 

136.129 

2 . 475.072 

1990 

176.300 

3 . 168.214 

1991 

304.364 

5 . 435.000 

1992 

646.765 

11 . 346.596 

1993 

1 . 275.000 

21 . 982.000 

1994 

2 . 000.000 

34 . 482.758 
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of industrial companies, a programme is 
aimed at the agricultural sector as well. 
Some of the agricultural industrial PEE, 
such as the OAP (the Office of Agricul¬ 
tural Produce), the sugar companies, 
Antbirlik, Cukobirlik, Kozabirlik, Taris, 
etc. will be sold with the excuse that they 
are losing money. The government has 
already put the shares of Tofas up for sale 
inside and outside the country. Thus, for 
the first time a firm will be sold with its 
shares to international capitalism. This 
means the law of terror and oppression 
will be deepened with many aspects. The 
former secretary of the POS (Planning 
Organisation of the State) Yildirim 
Akturk’s claim „The present crisis can 
be overcome by transferring to a police 
regime, this is not desirable. The person¬ 


nel will be reduced, the company will be 
shut down, privatization will be done, 
every possible thing will be sold, wage 
rises will be reviewed, the seniority com¬ 
pensation will not be paid to the fired 
workers 44 . That is the brief idea of the 
ruling classes to get rid of the crisis. The 
ruling class wouldn’t be able to realize 
the above elements without the tax. 

The solution of the ruling class is 
very clear; in order to improve the con¬ 
dition and pay the internal and external 
debts, they’ll organise all kinds of oppres¬ 
sion against working people’s rights, 
wages and organisations. The terror 
doesn’t remain only at the political arena, 
but it’s also practised in the economy. In 
short, today’s government is in the situa¬ 
tion of betrayal against its own people. 


The government’s economic policy is to 
keep wages at the minimum level and to 
supply the maximum profits for the capi¬ 
talists. It’s policy is to extort the people’s 
efforts and the hope of living with hon¬ 
our. Their duty is to market all our re¬ 
sources and our cheap labour to imperi¬ 
alism. 

„What if they ask us to pay our 
debt when we ask them to withdraw the 
Strike Force from Northern Iraq? 44 These 
words are enough to describe the col¬ 
laborator and betrayers’ puppet govern^ 
ment. There is nothing to expect from that 
government because it protects the prof¬ 
its of the imperialists and sells the peo¬ 
ple’s efforts to them. The basic powers 
which are in the application of the eco¬ 
nomic and political terror are the impe¬ 
rialist credit organisations like the IMF, 
the World Bank. The people in power are 
sunk into bribery up to their necks and 
their futures depend on the multinational 
monopolies and financial centers. Turkey 
has never seen such a submission to im¬ 
perialism and its policies in its whole his¬ 
tory. Our task is to destroy imperialism’s 
and its collaborators’ plans, to get their 
destructive attacks defeated and to organ¬ 
ise people. To be able to succeed in our 
task we must resist the call for privatiza¬ 
tion of the PEE, lay-offs, anti-terror law, 
etc... 

The crisis has no limit 
in the capitalist system 

The capitalist system’s crisis has 
become permanent when it reached its 
imperialist stage. This is transformed into 
the colonial and semi-colonial countries’ 
economic, political and ideological struc¬ 
tures. In the world generally it is differ¬ 
ently reflected in each country. The pas¬ 
sion of greedy imperialism can only be 
satisfied by dominating the poor countries 
and their peoples. The imperialist organi¬ 
sations like the IMF, the World’s Bank etc. 
discover the most available ones mid offer 
them to the imperialist investors. 

The crisis will continue to keep its 
king... as long as native collaborators 
proudly say, „Yes, sir! We are ready to 
serve you sir. 44 That’s the real reason of 
the crisis which lies behind the foreign 
currency gain in value against the lira, 
inflation, reduction of the agricultural 
sector, disappearance of the small pro¬ 
ducers, eradicating the working people 
who try to survive. The government’s ef¬ 


forts to explain this situation with some 
complicated and abstract terms or to hide 
the real reasons of the crisis or to create 
daily policies are nothing but lies and 
demagogy. As a result of the permanent 
national crisis, because own country is in 
the imperialist relationship, the collabo¬ 
rators tried to lighten the crisis by mak¬ 
ing a fascist military coup on 12 Septem¬ 
ber 1980 and next realized the opposi¬ 
tion and reaction of the people: fascism 
was constituted as a new change but 14 
years later it has returned to the same 
point. As the Turkish oligarchy burdens 
the heavily deepened crisis onto the peo¬ 
ple’s shoulders, it can’t cover any longer 
its political weakness. 

The reforms and 
the democratization 
have no chance in Turkey 

„Reforms t4 were on the agenda as 
a game of „democracy 44 occurred in the 
first days of the coalition government. 
Before the general elections the IEA (In¬ 
dustrialists and Employers Association) 
openly expressed the necessity of democ¬ 
racy 44 , „liberalism 44 , reforms and a main 
and clear strategy for the country. These 
messages have already enabled the 
present coalition parties to get the doors 
of power opened. Essentially the 
monopolist bourgeoisie demanded that 
the government follow this economic 
policy. That was the main idea that Halis 
Komili, president of IEA, desired SAP to 
be put into practice after the local elec¬ 
tions on March 27. As usual this Struc¬ 
tural Adjustment Programme 44 contains: 
freezing wages, reduction of buying 
power, cuts in the social services, accel¬ 
erating privatization, lay-offs, tight 
money policy. While these elements are 
put into practice, the continuation of the 
democratic 44 , reformation 44 was de¬ 
manded as well as first of all the people’s 
opposition and struggle and economic- 
political crisis led the government on it’s 
track to democracy and reforms. At this 
point the basic reason for the crisis is the 
state’s weakness in economic policies as 
a natural result of the semi-colonialist 
relationships. Because of that, the game 
of democracy 44 has failed and the desires 
of imperialism and its collaborators have 
not been properly performed. 

Today the Turkish economy needs 
approximately 120 billion US dollars. Af¬ 
ter about 50 years it has come to the very 
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i IS 

the scene of 
the oligarchy's 
solution... 
Shanty-towns' 
people 
against police. 


same point of economic bankniptcy. Here 
again, the „pungent medicines", Struc¬ 
tural Adjustment Programme" cannot be 
built on the baseless economy....therefore, 
it is not a secret that these policies are 
going to fail because they are very well 
known through past experience. In real¬ 
ity, it is nothing else but rotten, spoilt, 
collapsed, impure capitalism, that usurps 
all our resources and spends a lot of 
money on the dirty war and that is why it 
can’t get rid of inflation. The system’s 
continually rising crisis ended not with a 
„solution“ but with the deadlock of the 
bourgeois parties. Because the oligarchy 
neither has the economic power to sup¬ 
ply the people’s fundamental demands 
nor the political power to meet their po¬ 
litical, democratic and social demands. 

We said „the solution is revolu¬ 
tion, it’s not election*' before the general 
elections in September 91. The course of 
time has justified us. The tricks which 
took place in the last election on March 
27 will fail. That’s why they began to 
panic now. Today the oligarchy and its 
order have remained with no solution. 
There is no way to escape for them. While 
the ruling classes were getting richer, the 
working people have always been losers. 
The past 50 years have been a stage for 
consecutive juntas and civil governments. 
That is why the people find it difficult to 
distinguish between one and the other. 

The governments in our country 
are obliged to keep up exploitation by 
hoodwinking, oppressive and intimida- 
tor policies. Otherwise the people would 


not have suffered from unemployment, 
high prices, poverty and usury. They 
would not have lived in the dilapidated 
one-roomed shanty-towns. Every family 
might have had a car, house and they 
might have had security without fearing 
about the future. Retired people might not 
have got in queues at night in order to 
get their pensions, no hungry people 
would have crowded the streets, peddling 
and suffering. The working people 
wouldn’t have left their patients in the 
hospitals. The political security depart¬ 
ments and police stations wouldn’t have 
been the torture center, the torture, op¬ 
pression, prohibitions of the organization 
would have been banished and all the 
ways would have opened to a free coun¬ 
try. A hungry people’s right to elect and 
be elected would not have been taken from 
them, self-determination would not have 
been abolished; massacres would not have 
been used against people demanding their 
rights, farmers would not have sold their 
wheat for 1000 TL. and buy seeds for 
2000 TL. Student would not have had to 
lose their lives for academic-democratic 
rights. 

Yes, if it were possible to solve all 
the problems by the vote and by playing 
games of „democracy", our country would 
long ago have reached the „brighter days" 
or „Great Turkey" as the bourgeois poli¬ 
ticians always say. 

Rights and freedoms are gained by 
struggle in our country as well as in other 
countries. Only those which are gained 
by struggle have been permanent and pre¬ 


served by people’s power. The system of 
persecution, exploitation and violation 
has an alternative. The solution to our 
problems is in our own hands, in our own 
power and in the struggle. The sense of 
being on the side of struggle is being on 
the side of right, namely revolutionaries, 
because they are the ones who maintain 
struggle under very difficult circum¬ 
stances, shoulder the people’s problems 
and fight for the people’s own state. 

We must say enough is enough. 
Our people have been deceived again and 
again. No one has the right to expect from 
us to be patient with a few exploiters and 
parasites. 

We must unite and organize for 
our right and freedom for an independ¬ 
ent country and to break the ties with 
imperialism, for a country without op¬ 
pression, exploitation, persecution and 
violence, for a country without injustice, 
all kinds of discrimination and privileges 
and we have to stop the looting of our 
resources by a few parasites and stop the 
dirty war that is used against us and is 
waged with our money. Everyone who is 
against oppression and persecution, who 
wants to have the rewards of her or his 
efforts, who wants to live like a human 
being, has to shoulder this struggle. The 
potential is greater now than ever ■ 


The solution to our problems is 
in our hands, in people’s power! 
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The dictatorship of the proletariat 

THE ULTIMATE DEMOCRACY 


The democratic dictatorship 
of the proletariat 
is our alternative to 
the modern fascist state 
which Turkey is now 

■ ^ hose who despise the dictatorship 
of the proletariat or distort its 
1|TH meaning are those whose opin- 
1111B:;: ions are infected with bourgeois 

ideas. Such people are not part of the Marx- 
ist-Leninist platform. They criticize from a 
bourgeois perspective and on the basis of a 
bourgeois democratic framework. That is why 
such people claim that the proletarian dicta¬ 
torship is not democratic. The idea of “civil 
society”, for example, is cherished by these 
people. This idea was born inside the Euro¬ 
pean communist parties. It is a form of anar¬ 
chism which is not opposed to the state and 
to certain rules. 

Those who oppose the dictatorship of 
the proletariat oppose democracy. They have 
no historical consciousness and their politics 
has no materialist basis. They are petty bour¬ 
geois Utopians. 

We would say to such people: The 
bourgeois is a small class. It oppresses and 
exploits the much larger proletariat. The bour¬ 
geoisie would never allow the proletariat to 
organise itself for the takeover of economic 
power. 

The dictatorship of the proletariat 
is the ultimate democracy! 

Firstly, this idea opposes the modern 
idea of the state. In the dictatorship of the pro¬ 
letariat, the class which is largest in numbers 
and in production has power. That is in con¬ 
trast with the present situation. 

Secondly, the dictatorship of the prole¬ 
tariat is a system in which the working class 
can organise itself and in which it shares power. 

Thirdly, in the dictatorship of the pro¬ 
letariat everyone is equal, so there is no bu¬ 
reaucratic class. Therefore, the bourgeoisie no 
longer has a grip on the working class. As the 
proletariat is organised as a class, the bourgeoi¬ 
sie can no longer organise society in line with 
its privileges and benefits. 


People who do not recognise 
these revolutionary principles have an 
abstract view of democracy and a rul¬ 
ing class viewpoint. The dictatorship 
of the proletariat is the ultimate democ¬ 
racy. In the stage when socialism is given 
concrete form, all proletarian organisa¬ 
tions can join in power. They can choose 
their leaders and dismiss them. The bour¬ 
geoisie will never accept such a system. They 
do not look at the issue from a class perspec¬ 
tive. In a proletarian democracy, there will be 
communes, councils and soviets. With this 
form of constitution, the working class directly 
influences the process of democracy; all ideas 
are open to discussion; everyone can join in 
public debates and influence the decisions. 

Some people make the mistake of see¬ 
ing capitalist society as democratic. Once in 
a while people are allowed to vote. Sometimes 
one capitalist political party has to hand over 
political power to another. These people are, 
politically speaking, blind. They cannot face 
reality. Capitalism has been able to survive 
so far because of this attitude. These people 
live in a petty bourgeois world. They are afraid 
of the problems of creating socialism. They 
want everything done for them. 

The dictatorship of the proletariat is 
a state of transition towards the withering 
away of the state. 

All the people share all power. There 
is no bureaucratic class. Therefore, the need 
for a state “above the people” will disappear 
and, eventually, the state will cease to exist. 

The opportunist petty bourgeoisie 
never understands this higher form of democ¬ 
racy. They see it as primitive because there 
are no differences between people in this sys¬ 
tem. Leaders are awarded equally with com¬ 
mon workers and their leadership totally de¬ 
pends on the will of the workers. 

These communist rules show the real 
power of the working class. To turn the idea 
into reality, bourgeois resistance must be de¬ 
stroyed. 

Democracy means a system in which 
different classes divide power between them¬ 
selves. When the war for the dictatorship of 
the proletariat is won, democracy will no 



longer be needed. There will be no different 
classes, everyone will be equally important. 
There will be no oppression of the working 
class; the state will wither away and every¬ 
body will live without any authority above 
them. For Marxist-Leninists democracy means 
democracy for the working class. 

It will be thus in Turkey after we have cre¬ 
ated the proletarian revolution and have won 
the war against the oligarchy and imperial¬ 
ism. At the beginning we will have a demo¬ 
cratic dictatorship of the proletariat. This will 
turn into a dictatorship of the proletariat and 
finally go over into communism. When we 
have reached the stage of communism, the 
term ‘dictatorship of the proletariat’ will have 
lost its meaning. 

The democratic dictatorship of the 
proletariat is our alternative to the modern fas¬ 
cist state which Turkey is now. We are aware 
of the history of the working class and its strug¬ 
gles. We are not Utopians. That is why our 
ideas are different from all types of reform¬ 
ism, revisionism and opportunism. We are also 
not anarchists. We are different from those 
who accept a democracy which is for the ben¬ 
efit of the bourgeoisie. We are also different 
from the anarchists because they are opposed 
to all kinds of authority. 

We accept the ideas of the proletarian 
dictatorship, but because of the different con¬ 
ditions in Turkey, we accept the idea of the 
democratic dictatorship of the proletariat. This 
is a little bit different from the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. We will reach the stage of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat together with 
all the anti-oligarchic and anti-imperialist 
groups ■ 
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In s emi-colonial and neo-colonial count ries 

PERIODS OF 




n semi-colonial and neo-colonial 
countries the external intervention of 
imperialism has distorted the process of 
social development and gained a distinct 
characteristic. Distorted capitalist 
development and social and political 
realities rising on this material basis 
cannot be identified with the process of 
social revolution and consequently with 
the relationship between the periods of 
evolution and revolution. They also 
cannot be identified with countries in 
which capitalism has developed as a 
result of internal dynamics. This 
difference has made imperative a 
distinct analysis of the relationship 
between these periods and a 
reassessment of this relationship within 
the concrete conditions of the semi¬ 
colonial and neo-colonial countries. 

As M. Cayan pointed out:“In 
countries under imperialist hegomony 
(Whether in faudal or semi-faudal 
countries with the external reality of 
imperialist hegomony of the 2nd crisis 
period or in countries that have been 
left under devoloped where imperialist- 
capitalist production relations exist and 
where imperialist hegomony is an 
internal reality in the third perion of 
crisis) the stages of evolution and 
revolution, like in Czarist Russia cannot 
be separated with definite lines. In 
countries like this the revolutionary 
phase is not a short one. It is rather 
long. It is practically impossible to 
determine where the phase of evolution 
ended and the phase of revolution 
began. The two phases have merged 
into one another. 

This fact is not solely an abstract 
analysis made by taking into account 
the concrete conditions in semi¬ 
colonial, neo-colonial countries. This 
is something that has been ascertained 
by a series of revo-lutions that have 
taken place in this kind of country and 
is so obvious it needs no debate. 

Two kinds of expression are used in 


explaining this aspect of the social 
process in this and similar countries. 

1- That the revolutionary phase 
is rather long; 

2- The fact that the evolution¬ 
ary and revolutionary phases have 
merged. 

First of all we must analyse what 
this means. Are this two conflicting 
statements or are two separate phases 
being discussed? 

Neither. 

hese two statements are in fact 
two different complementary 
ways of expressing, the 
spesific concrete social process in 
semi-colonial, neo-colonial countries 
and are not contradictory. 

Firstly: On account of the 
continuous national crisis 
(revolutionary situation, in other 
words) the social process in essence is 
determined as a revolutionary process. 

Secondly: That the national 
crises is an immature crises, that it 
does not correspond to the classical 
definition of a revolutionary period in 
which there is social upheaval, and 
that in the short term it is not possible 
for it to transform into this state. 

In other words this situation 
expresses the fact that while there is a 
revolutionary process it also contains 
the characteristic of an evolutionary 
period within itself. 

In these countries, altough the 
continuous national crises does not 
follow a straight course, according to 
changes in the economic, social and 
political situation of the country, there 
will be reises and falls, though it will 
not completely be alleriated nor mature 
in a short period into a social upheaval. 
Even if the system saffers fregnent 
interruptions it will not begin a process 
of stability and recovery before a new 
wave of crises occurs. It is impossible 
to predict when such interruptions will 
begin and when they will end. As in 


Czarist Russia, where at long intervals 
there were interruptions which 
transformed in a short period into cocial 
upheaval it is impossible, by taking 
the beginning and end of the national 
crises as a criteria to separate the 
periods of evolution and re-volution. 
In the some way the immaturing of 
the crises gives an original character 
to the social process, which we can 
express as a merging of the two phases. 

M.CAYAN expresses this 
situation this:" If we summarise, the 
national crisis in all countries that 
have been left under devoloped under 
imperialist hegomony even, if it has 
not matured still exists. This means 
that with the revolutionary situation 
being permanantly present and the 
merging of the phases of evolution 
mean in other words, the existence of 
the objective conditions for armed 
action/" (Complete Works page 36) 

n that case particularly in 
countries like our own it 
becomes more important to 
answer the guestion as to what the 
immature national crisis is. In 
countries like our own that have been 
left underdeveloped the material basis 
and concrete form is as follows; 

In these countries economic, 
social and political life have been 
organised entirely according to the 
interests of imperialism. A capitalist or 
distorted capitalist economy, which is 
not self sufficient, exists. The 
technology is backward and 
productirity insufficient. 

There is a great imbalance 
between different sectors. Instead of 
organised sectors or industry that is 
complementary, there is a 
disorganised set up according to the 
needs of imperialism. Industry is not 
varied and is consumer in-dustry 
bound to imperialism. It has no 
infrastructure. High costs and low 
wages lesson the internal market (lack 
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of demand) and while providing an 
insufficient accumulation of capital 
most of this flows abroad and 
capitalism is deprired of the capital to 
reproduce itself. 

As a result of all this: 

a) The general crisis of imperialism 
double effects these countries, there is 
a constant economic crisis. They do 
not have the possiblities of developed 
capitalist countries which, by passing 
the burden of the crisis to other 
countries prevent the development of 
a political and social crisis in their own 
countries. These countries have to 
shoulder the heavy burden of the 
economic programmes imposed by the 
imperialist country to which they are 
bound. 

b) The ruling classes are trying to 
ride out the crisis by increasing their 
exploitation of the labouring classes 
and conseguently class contradictions 
deepen profoundly. The living 
conditions of the toiling by day and a 
social crisis developing along with 
hunger, poverty, unemployment etc. 

c)The acuteness of the 
contradiction economic, social and 
political weakness and the fact that the 
pre-capitalist elements have a 
significant power forces the colla¬ 
borating ruling classes into a cont¬ 
radictory alliance and produces a 
weak, unstable political structure. The 
struggle of the ruling classes for a 
share of the exploitation of 
imperialism is a continuous source of 
crisis in government.Every change in 
the administration causes new conflict 
and taking sides and in a short time 
leads to the need for new change. 

A ll these find their expression 
in the economic, political 
and social crisis which 
characterises the revolutionary 
situation. In other words there is 
always a national crisis which 
continually causes the ruling classes 
to need to make changes and leads the 
toiling classes to demand in the 
system. Therefore the national crisis 
affects both the oppressor and the 
oppressed. 

In such an environment a 
process corresponding to the period of 
evolution does not occur, that is there 
is not an equilibrium between the 
classes, a „relative“ environment of 
peace and stable development. Instead 


there is a system where laws 
implemented today by the ruling 
classes are also trampled underfood by 
them. Violence becomes the only valid 
thing and the ruling classes are in a 
state of constant conglit against 
the toiling classes. 

In other words, from the point 
of view of the everyday scene, if not 
from that of th e objective basis, the 
charecteristics of a revolutionary 
situation with the masses coining on 
the streets with arms will of course, 
ignore this. 

The constant existence of a 
revolutionary situation in these 
countries, determines the social 
process as one of a period of 
revolution. But this crisis will remain 
as an immature crisis as long as there 
is not a long term volitional 
intervention. Why can such a 
transformation not be achieved. What 
is missing? 


F irstly there is the situation 
of the toiling masses. The 
working class is not 
powerful quantavely and qualitatively 
like the working class of a metropolit¬ 
an country. The tradition of 
organisation, intervention and 
solidarity is weakand there is not a 
strong democratic consciousness. The 
rights which the working class has are 
generally handed down by the ruling 
classes and there is not a strong history 
of struggle. AJso in the rural areas 
there is not substantial capitalist 
enterprise and the dominant form of 
economic activity is disorganised and 
of a small peasent nature. On the 
economic level, the ingluence of the 
system through religion and similar 
feudal ties prevents the peasantry from 
taking part in mass actions which 
would deepen the crisis. Due to all 
these reasons in the crisis environment 
teh economic and political assault of 
the ruling classes does not receive a 
response of constant mass protest. 

Secondly, on a account of the 
fascist nature of the state, most of the 
state, most of the economic- 
democratic organisations of the 
masses are either banned or of a 
symbolic nature. Economic-democ¬ 
ratic demonstations are put down with 
the use of force. Terror always exists 
and fascism ensures the masses 
remaim passive through the 


atmosphere created by persecution and 
terror. 

Thirdly the reality of the artificial 
equilibrizm, which is an objective 
situation prevents spontaneous reactions 
from the crisis, is a characteristic of 
countries like ours fourthly, the‘lack of 
internal integration of the economy that 
would have a chain effect and deepen 
the crisis. The dominant economic 
structure, which is one in which light 
and medium industry is integrated with 
imperialist monopolies, is not an 
internally integ-rated one. A crisis in 
one sector has no infrastructure and 
cannot achieve a situation where it can 
alfect the entire economy. 

The existence of pre-capitalist 
classes within the oligarchic alliance 
is also an important factor that 
prevents the crisis crippling the entire 
economy. 

For this reason in semi¬ 
colonial, neo-colonial countries the 
revolutionary situation countries its 
existence for a long period in an 
immature state. It’s maturity is only 
possible with the intervention of 
revolutionaries and within a prolonged 
struggle as part of a strategy that takes 
pover step by step. 

Although the degree of 
maturity of the crisis varies in 
colonies and semi-colonial countries 
of the 2nd crisis period when 
compared with neo-colonial 
countries of the third period of crisis 
it is still necessary to make a general 
assessment of the two ■ 

In those countries it 
is clear that the inter¬ 
vention of the revolu¬ 
tionary- organisation 
will play a fundemental 
rule in the maturing of 
the national crisis. This is 
necessarily based on 
force. 

The existence of the 
revolutionary situation 
constitues the objective 
conditions for the armed 
struggle and the enemy’s 
policy based on naked 
violance renders the 
development of such an 
alternative form of 
struggle imperative. 
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ven if the English army is thrown out of 
the country tomorrow and the green flag 
is hoisted above Dublin castle, all your 
efforts will come to nothing if you are not 
moving towards building the socialist 
republic. It will still rule you through the 
capitalists, through the land owners, 
through its many commercial and indi¬ 
vidual establishments it has set up in this 
country.” 

This point, stressed by James 
Connoly, one of the leaders of the Irish 
liberation struggle in the early years of 
the century, is a point which must be dwelt 
upon in terms both of our country and of 
the Kurdish people’s liberation. 

Since that day, those who have 
preferred to embrace nationalism rather 
than Comioly’s revolutionary legacy have 


not only failed to achieve liberation, they 
have fallen behind and not become a se¬ 
rious force. British imperialism contin¬ 
ues its presence in Ireland by using na¬ 
tionalism and making Catholics and Prot¬ 
estants fight each other. 

Along what lines can the libera¬ 
tion of the Kurdish people be achieved 
today? The answer to this question is 
important not only from the point of view 
of the liberation of the Kurdish people 
but also in terms of the revolution in Tur¬ 
key. This needs to be discussed in terms 
of the point which the existing national 
struggle in Kurdistan has reached since 
1984 and its relations and conflicts with 
the revolution in Turkey. The question of 
Kurdistan has now gone beyond the bor¬ 
ders of Kurdistan, it concerns Turkey in 
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all its aspects and with all its peoples, it 
has become part of daily life. Steps taken 
and policies adopted in Kurdistan will 
play an important role in furthering or 
impeding the liberation struggle of the 
peoples. Today the oligarchy is taking 
rapid steps to foster anti-Kurdish feelings 
in spite of the fact that in the long term 
this will make things more difficult for 
itself. And most 
importantly, it 
The fact that finds justification 

people are classified for doing this in 

as “ours 55 anti “not ours” the nationalist 

according to their approach of the 

,. „ , ■ , national move- 

lurmplace does present , ^ , 

r ment. Turkeys 

fertile ground for caUs for « jihad » 

(he oligarchy’s policies made ill harmony 

of separatism. with the govern- 

ment, Demirel’s 
effectively anti-Kurdish pronouncements, 
the words “we hear that associations to 
defend Turkey are being set up in 
Anatolia” or “our citizens will not allow 
the existence of bandits” which in effect 
give support to such developments, all 
need to be thought about. With its many 
means, the oligarchy is able to make peo¬ 
ple discuss the Kurdish question in pre¬ 
cisely the way it chooses. Means of mass 
communications, the bourgeoisie’s press 
and television play an important role in 
planting the seeds of anti-Kurdish feel¬ 
ings. 


The events in Kayseri, Manisa, 
Kesan and Malkara are striking exam¬ 
ples of the oligarchy’s policy of straining 
the relations between Turkish and 
Kurdish people and of creating an atmos¬ 
phere of conflict. There are many con¬ 
crete examples of the oligarchy’s attempt 
to foster nationalism and destroy the peo¬ 
ples’ friendship and brotherhood: 
“’’events” which are caused across 
Anatolia, state-sponsored funeral proces¬ 
sion where “Down with the PKK” is 
shouted, the newspapers’ campaigns about 
the heroic Turkish soldiers, the policies 
of no work and no jobs for Kurds, pres¬ 
sures on Kurdish street-hawkers, irregu¬ 
lar measures imposed in Kurdish areas. 

In order to implement its policies, 
the oligarchy first creates a confused con¬ 
sciousness and prejudices among the peo¬ 
ple. And it hopes to apply its policies 
without causing too much of a reaction 
on this basis. Firstly, the oligarchy at¬ 
tempted to create a popular reaction 
against the armed struggle in Kurdistan 


and to direct this reaction against the 
PKK. The oligarchy had considerable 
success in doing this, as a result of the 
policies and activities of a narrow nation¬ 
alism. But they are now going beyond 
this. The reaction against the PKK is now 
attempted to be directed against the Kurd¬ 
ish people. The target is now the Kurd¬ 
ish people. On top of state violence, dema¬ 
goguery, lies and provocations now also 
hang on the Kurdish people. It is now 
clear that the state is now basing its plans 
on turning the Turkish and Kurdish peo¬ 
ple against each other. That is the oligar¬ 
chy’s current policy, together with vio¬ 
lence. Even while Demirel says “a con¬ 
flict between Turks and Kurds would be 
a disaster”, they continue to implement 
this policy. But the worry that this policy 
may be harmful in the long term is re¬ 
flected in Demirel’s words. 

It is impossible that the war in 
Kurdistan, and the reporting of activities 
shaped by the nationalist viewpoint in a 
chauvinist matter, should not affect both 
the Turkish and the Kurdish people. 
Lately, there is an attempt to get ordinary 
people to join the funeral of every officer 
and to turn the funerals into nationalist 
parades. And as the pain caused by fu¬ 
nerals is expressed, feelings of enmity and 
hatred begin to emerge. As a result, al¬ 
though the enmity appears to be directed 
against the PKK, in fact this enmity is 
made to include the Kurdish people as 
the government talks about “the Kurdish 
people are aiding the PKK”. 

No one can yet say that the Turk¬ 
ish people have now become enemies of 
the Kurds. The oligarchy has not yet suc¬ 
ceeded. But what is important is that it is 
doing all it can in order to achieve this. 
At this point, it is clear that nationalist 
policies are having a certain impression 
on the people. The fact that people are 
classified as “ours” and “not ours” ac¬ 
cording to their birthplace does present 
fertile ground for the oligarchy’s policies 
of separatism. And the oligarchy will 
move on this ground in order to save the 
day, though it may know that this will 
cause great problems for it. This gives us 
a clue to the helplessness and long-term 
defeat of the oligarchy in terms of the 
Kurdish question. The oligarchy has no 
solutions because it is facing a people who 
have risen for its national demands. The 
oligarchy embraces violence and the 
policy of Kurdish-Turkish enmity because 
it has no power or ability to meet these 


demands. When the enmity encouraged 
by the oligarchy spreads, it will become 
completely helpless. 

No policy which turns its back to 
the demands of the Kurdish people has 
any future. But limiting the Kurds’ de¬ 
mands within national rights will also not 
solve the problem. The nationalism which 
continues to intensify in the policies of 
both the oligarchy and the national move¬ 
ment is an expression of helplessness and 
impotence on both sides. 

It is necessary for revolutionary, 
patriotic forces and political movements 
to review their tactics and activities. No 
one has the right to insist on old policies 
in the face of these dangerous develop¬ 
ments. Revolutionaries and patriots must 
quickly move away from the ground on 
which the oligarchy shapes its policies. 
If the oligarchy’s plans are not spoilt and 
Turkish and Kurdish people become en¬ 
emies, those who hold these policies will 
also share in the responsibility. The gov¬ 
ernment wants to drown the struggle within 
a Turkish-Kurdish conflict. One lias to be 
either blind or conditioned by nationalist 
policies not to see this. The government 
has now turned this policy, which it has 
had right from the beginning, into one 
which is yielding concrete results. And it 
is continuing to apply it, further heating 
things up. Whatever is said, nationalism 
lies at the center of these policies, and 
the oligarchy uses the nationalism within 
the liberation struggle as a tool of its on. 

Nationalist politics 
lead to new mistakes 
every day 

Nationalist structures and policies 
mean the exclusion of class. And this 
means that the class struggle and revolu¬ 
tionary developments are prevented and 
the mistakes made are turned into tools 
which the ruling classes can use. Nation¬ 
alist politics are in conflict with the poli¬ 
tics of the labouring classes and they con¬ 
flict with the struggle of all the peoples in 
the sense that they are concerned only with 
the interests of the people they represent. 

The oligarchy is attempting to cre¬ 
ate and organise a reaction against all 
Kurds. This is the only possible explana¬ 
tion for the use of one mistaken activity, 
one “excessive” response to create a nega¬ 
tive image about the Kurds as a whole. 
The oligarchy hopes that in the political 
atmosphere thus created, all the eco- 
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nomic, democratic and political demands 
of the working people will be pushed 
back. The government’s policies can only 
be understood in these terms. 

The creation of the view that “The 
Turkish state equals the Turkish people” 
in the minds of those undertaking the na¬ 
tional struggle must be seen as a danger¬ 
ous tendency which will make it difficult 
to spoil the oligarchy’s plans. The view 
that the state and the people are one and 
the same thing is a dangerous one which 
makes things easier for those who foster 
the enmity of the peoples. This view fails 
to see the relationship between oppressor 
and oppressed nations and states and that 
nations are made up of classes. 

When the state attempts to make 
all the Kurdish people the enemy, it hopes 
to tie the Turkish people to its policies of 
violence. The response to this must not 
be to declare the Turkish people as the 
enemy or to adopt policies which yield 
this result. This would cause problems be¬ 
tween the peoples which would be diffi¬ 
cult to mend. Turkish and Kurdish, all 
working people can only resist the state’s 
policies of separatism by bringing broth¬ 
erhood and friendship to the fore. Do we 
need to wait for the two peoples to get at 
each other’s throats to see that there is 


no other way? It must be seen that the 
fostering of nationalism on both sides 
cannot lead to any gains for working peo¬ 
ple, but can lead to great losses. Success 
on a nationalist basis is always tempo¬ 
rary. No one should be misled by the fact 
that nationalist movements sometimes 
rise and reach a level where they can in¬ 
fluence the political agenda. Those who 
hope to achieve liberation by embracing 
nationalism should know that they are 
damaging the brotherhood of peoples and 
that they are obstacles to true liberation. 
The reason this is never accepted is the 
pragmatism which arises from national¬ 
ism. The leadership’s unprincipled ap¬ 
proach to the Turkish people in its alli¬ 
ances can also make them say “We can 
go into the Covered Bazaar” or “We will 
not respond to massacres with massa¬ 
cres”. Indeed, to the extent that it is re¬ 
flected in activity, unprincipled ap¬ 
proaches cause even more damaging re¬ 
sults. The nationalist approach assesses 
everything in its own terms. Such things 
as the common interests of peoples who 
share a common fate and the common 
interests of the revolutionary struggle are 
of no importance for nationalists. Thus, 
they also damage the interests of the peo¬ 
ple they claim to represent. Seeing eve¬ 
rything in their own 
terms in a character¬ 
istic of nationalist 
movements and they 
can even cut their 
noses to spite their 
faces, causing great 
harm to the friendship 
of the peoples. This 
approach means they 
cannot distinguish be¬ 
tween friend and foe; 
narrow nationalist in¬ 
terests mean today’s 
friend can become to¬ 
morrow’s foe. Enmi¬ 
ties can be forgotten 
for the sake of a few 
crumbs of rights to be 
obtained from the en¬ 
emy. In the end, na¬ 
tionalist movements 
can talk about na¬ 
tional sovereignty and 
freedom but end up 
next to imperialism, 
seeking liberation in 
the policies of impe- 
rialism. There are 



ARAFAT- Nationalism has brought the PLO leadership to the point of 
hoping for a solution based on peace plans of imperialism 


many examples of this in history. The na¬ 
tionalist IRA could support Nazi Ger¬ 
many against Britain. Similarly, the PLO, 
directed by nationalist policies, could lis¬ 
ten to the words of imperialism. Another 
striking example is to be found in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. Nationalist Kurdish move¬ 
ments which relied not on their own 
forces but on the reactionary-fascist states 
in the region are now seeking their sal¬ 
vation in the US. As a result, imperial¬ 
ism which imposes nationalism on peo¬ 
ples is able to bring liberation struggles 
into its own line. It is no one other than 
imperialism which fosters nationalism 
amongst the people. It is imperialism’s 
politics which fosters nationalism which 
has caused peoples to turn against each 
other on a nationalist basis after the col¬ 
lapse of the Soviet Union. Before social¬ 
ism came to the 
point of disinte- 

gration in the Thc government wants 
USSR and East- to drown (lie struggle 
ern Europe within a 

American presi- Turkisll-Kimlish conflict. 

ing to the "op- One lias to be either 
pressed peoples” Wind or conditioned 
to liberate them- by nationalist policies 

selves and prais- * not to SCC this, 
ing nationalism. 

Peoples were only to be liberated and 
achieve their national identity and rights 
after the collapse of socialism. 

The struggle against the ruling 
classes of a country dependent on impe- 
rialism corresponds to the struggle 
against imperialism. The struggle of a 
peoples which does not target imperial¬ 
ism cannot succeed, and even if it does 
this would be temporary, there would be 
no liberation from imperialism and its 
exploitation. Nationalist movements 
stamped by pragmatism, lack of princi¬ 
ples and balancing policies cannot wage 
a consistent, stable and uncompromising 
struggle against imperialism. To wage 
such a struggle, one needs to be not a 
nationalist but a revolutionary. The na¬ 
tionalist policies of the national move¬ 
ment in Kurdistan must be questioned in 
terms of developing such a struggle against 
imperialism. If the nationalist movement 
is constantly pushing this matter aside and 
behaving as if it has nothing to do with 
imperialism, the reasons for this must be 
looked into. We can see this in the expla¬ 
nation made after a bomb was recently 
thrown at the British Embassy. 
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Nationalist politics 

cannot lead 

the people to liberation 

Those who join the class struggle 
and make claims on behalf of the people 
must draw lessons from the peoples’ lib¬ 
eration struggles. One of the important 
conclusions to be drawn from the past and 
present national liberation struggles is 
that nationalist politics do not lead to lib¬ 
eration. National liberation struggles 
based on nationalist politics have not been 
able to avoid seeking salvation in impe¬ 
rialism, whatever degree of success they 
may have had. The utilitarianism, unprin¬ 
cipled approach and fundamentally bour¬ 
geois nature of nationalist politics leads 
them to fail to take a fundamentally anti¬ 
imperialist stand and to seek a solution 
in parallel to imperialism. 

Movements based on nationalist 
politics, even where they are successful, 
cannot avoid falling into the clutches of 
imperialism and imperialism makes these 
movements dependent on itself in every 
way. And it even supports these movements 
for “liberation” once they are following its 
line. Whatever happens, however strong 
they become, insistence on nationalist poli¬ 
tics leads to imperialism. It is true that na¬ 
tionalist politics can more easily influence 
and attract the people. And it is also true 
that some national liberation movements 
use nationalism in mobilising the peo¬ 
ple. It must not be forgotten, that which 
is easily gained can easily be lost. 

The Palestinian people are wag¬ 
ing a war of liberation based on the armed 
struggle. However, the point they have 
reached today, at the cost of tens of thou¬ 
sands of martyrs and decades of sacrifices 
is far from real liberation. 

Nationalism has brought the PLO 
leadership to the point of hoping for a 
solution based on the peace plans of im¬ 
perialism. Having linked arms with re¬ 
actionary Arab regimes who have mas¬ 
sacred Palestinian people, it is natural 
also that nationalism has led the PLO 
leadership to discover imperialism on the 
way to a solution. The Kingdom of Jor¬ 
dan, one of imperialism’s important al¬ 
lies in the region still holds the Palestin¬ 
ian card on behalf of imperialism, in spite 
of the Black September massacre, because 
of the PLO’s nationalist leadership. 

It is the PLO’s nationalist, utili¬ 
tarian line which has forced it to choose 


diplomatic channels, to sit at the peace 
table when all the aces are held by the 
US and Israel, to hope for a solution from 
imperialism. The road to peace now goes 
through the US, and the Palestinian lead¬ 
ership, like Barzani and Talabani, go to 
the US in order to get a dishonourable 
peace for the Palestinians: The fate of 
those with nationalist politics is common: 
knocking on the door of imperialism. 

Nationalist politics has also af¬ 
fected the manner in which the struggle 
is waged and the type of activity. Though 
winning the support of the Israeli people 
is crucial for the Palestinian struggle, the 
nationalist line has not allowed this gain 
to be made. 

The fact that in the first years of 
the Intifada spontaneous demonstrations 
of support for the Palestinian people took 
place is important in showing how revo¬ 
lutionary policies could find support 
among the Israeli people too. 

What needs to be done is to win 
the Israeli people to the struggle against 
imperialism and Zionism. However, the na¬ 
tionalist politics have inevitable done the 
opposite, pushing the Israeli people into 
the anus of Zionism and policies of terror. 
And pushed them very far from the right¬ 
ful struggle of the Palestinians. If a rec¬ 
onciliation is required, which it is, this 
should be not with the reactionary pro¬ 
imperialist Arab regimes or with imperi¬ 
alism and Zionism but with the people of 
Israel. And this can be achieved not with 
nationalist but with revolutionary politics. 

The experience of the PLO is not 
at this point one which can be taken as a 
favourable example by peoples waging a 
national liberation struggle. But unfa¬ 
vourable developments also provide les¬ 
sons. The PLO’s experience is useful in 
seeing how nationalism leads a peoples 
to the peace tables of imperialism. 

Nationalism and another 
liberation struggle 
in a blind alley: Ireland 

The Irish people have also been 
fighting a rightful struggle for decades 
against British imperialism since the be¬ 
ginning of the century. This struggle ini¬ 
tially aimed for socialism. But it then 
turned into a movement based on nation¬ 
alism and religious elements and reached 
its present blind alley. 

The narrow nationalist-sectarian 
viewpoint, no matter how rightful, is the 


for the present isolation of the Irish na¬ 
tional struggle. That is the cause of the 
blockage. 

This struggle suffers from the lack 
of support from the English people, work¬ 
ing people, progressive and democratic 
circles and most importantly from the 
Protestants, as a result of the efforts of 
English colon- 
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ialists on the one 
hand, and the 
IRA’s nationalist 
politics on the 
other. As al¬ 
ways, the English 
colonialists at¬ 
tempted to limit 
the Irish libera¬ 
tion struggle 
within the bounds of a sectarian struggle 
in order to divide the struggle and they 
have succeeded in this. They succeeded, 
through the Protestans which they settled 
in Ireland, in remaining behind the scenes 
and imprisoning this rightful struggle 
into a Protestant-Catholic dilemma. Brit¬ 
ain’s direct occupation of Ireland since 
1969 has not put an end to the national¬ 
ist conflict which takes the appearance 
of sectarian struggles. 

The enmity between Protestants 
and Catholics continues and the IRA’s na¬ 
tionalist politics allows it to continue.The 
IRA’s struggle may have put itself onto 
the agenda, but it has yielded no results 
other than limiting itself with 
nationalism.The struggle may flare up at 
times as it did in the hunger strike of 
1981, but it still remains no more than a 
serious of repetitive activities. 

Clearly, this will not be overcome 
until all the peo¬ 


ple of Ireland, 

Protestant and 
Catholic, fight 
against imperial¬ 
ism, and 
blockage will 
gradually push 
the struggle back. 

At the heart of the 
Irish problem lies 
an occupation 

and settlement created by imperialism. 
However, a nationalist approach which 
carries the hatred of several centuries ago 
and demands the departure of Protestants 
only closes the Irish struggle in upon it¬ 
self and gives it the appearance of a blood 
feud. It must be remembered that impe- 


It prate 
those amoi 
people’s struggl 
the which are based < 
liationalisi 
even thouj 
these mi 
sometimes harm 


28 



DEVRIMCiSOL 



rialism a con- 

The history of the spirator adept at 

Kurdish people is usin S centunes- 

fuU of tragedies because old struggles to 
they sought alliances create problems 

mth the wrong people. and conflicts 
The nationalist line T1 

causes pain 1 iie P r °o- 

andprovides loin of sectarian- 

no solution. ism has been im¬ 

posed on the Irish 
people by imperialism, but the people 
have the power to overcome this prob¬ 
lem. Only revolutionaries and revolution¬ 
ary politics have the power to unite peo¬ 
ple divided by imperialism. 

Revolutionaries and patriots must 
oppose imperialism’s policy of dividing 
people by uniting them. That is what 
needs to be done in Ireland. It is clear 
that nationalist politics have not and can¬ 
not do this. 

Without winning the Protestants, 
without creating a consciousness free 
from nationalism among Catholics, the 
Irish cannot get rid of British imperial¬ 
ism and cannot do what Connoly said. 

Imperialism has turned 
nationalism into a banner 

A variety of nationalist winds are 
blowing across the world. From the Cau¬ 
cuses to the Middle East, to the Balkans, 
tens and hundreds of people are losing 
their lives in nationalist-ethnic conflicts 
every day. Imperialism not only fosters 
past enmities and imposes nationalism, 
making peoples suffer, it also poisons 
people with feelings of hatred, thus open¬ 
ing wounds difficult to treat. 

As peoples move away from each 
other, as countries are destroyed in con¬ 
flicts and civil wars, they are caught in 
circles of poverty and helplessness and 
turn to imperialists for help. 


Here are the exam¬ 
ples of a disintegrat¬ 
ing Yugoslavia and 
the Serbs, Croatians 
and Bosnians who 
have lost so 
much.The Azer¬ 

baijanis, Armenians, 
Georgians, 
Abkhazians who 
have been turned into 
brutal enemies. And 
the racism which has 
risen and raised 
again in Europe, 
America and the Far East. 

This is what the imperialist he¬ 
gemony called “the new world order” 
means for the people of the world. And 
in all these conflicts, the banner in the 
hands of reactionary classes is the dirty 
banner of nationalism, racism. And it is 
none other than imperialism who has 
given them the banner. Nationalism to¬ 
day finds its expression in the conflict and 
enmity between peoples. 

Imperialism’s policies go beyond 
this. As part of its policy of the "new 
world order”, imperialism also takes into 
account existing or newly-emerging na¬ 
tional movements. It aims to take these 
movements under its control and to erode 
and eliminate their anti-imperialist, class- 
based.characteristics. 

It is a result of these policies that 
spokesmen of imperialism frequently 
make declarations and daily interventions 
about Kurdistan. The fact that patriots 
listen to these and answer inadequately 
appear to indicate a "hesitant” attitude 
to imperialism and this is reflected onto 
the people. An example of this is the fact 
that the people say "Enough of massa¬ 
cres. Let the UN intervene” and that not 
enough effort is made to create an anti¬ 
imperialist consciousness. 

Imperialism knows that national¬ 
ism on its own cannot break free from 
imperialism. That is why it prefers those 
among people’s struggles which are based 
on nationalism, even though these may 
sometimes harm it. 

The imperialists are attempting to 
pull the people’s anger and reaction into 
the swamp of nationalism. It does not 
hesitate to put nationalism, under this or 
that guise, onto the world agenda. In 
these circumstances, limiting the people’s 
struggles with nationalism damages the 
people and will continue to do so. As 


Connoly said “A nationalism that does 
not include socialism and a social reor¬ 
ganisation is in fact national betrayal”. 

The oligarchy in Turkey is also 
using nationalism as a shield 
against the class struggle 

Yes, the oligarchy is also using im¬ 
perialism’s worldwide politics and foster¬ 
ing nationalism. 

The oligarchy is attempting to 
turn the Turkish and Kurdish people 
against each other, using the counter¬ 
revolutionary militia of the civil war, the 
village guards, the special teams, the re¬ 
actionary fascist crowds and all its means 
of mass communication. 

Chauvinism and the fostering of 
chauvinism are part of the daily policies 
and behaviour of the government. That 
is the logic behind their support for the 
massacres. While initially they felt it nec¬ 
essary to brand people killed by the po¬ 
lice and the special teams as "guerrillas”, 
now they do not even bother. 

The oligarchy will never be able 
to overcome. But if it did not foster such 
enmity it would find it difficult to remain 
in Kurdistan and gain support for its poli¬ 
cies. This is the 

oligarchy s dl ‘ xho liberation of peoples 
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the national 
movement is also 
experiencing a 
similar dilemma, 
and is unable to 
formulate strate- 
gies and tactics to Struggle of Ihft people, 
counter the oli¬ 
garchy’s policy of fostering enmity. Per¬ 
sistent nationalism will lead to the 
strengthening of the oligarchy’s policy, 
and this represents helplessness on the 
part of the national movement. No move¬ 
ment which makes an enemy of the Turk¬ 
ish people can liberate the Kurdish peo¬ 
ple. 

The liberation of peoples lies in 
revolution and this can only be achieved 
by revolutionaries who organise the unity 
and the joint struggle of the people. Thus 
the demand for revolution, together with 
the fight for the unity, friendsliip and joint 
struggle of the peoples, will negate the 
oligarchy’s policies and open the door of 
a solution ■ 
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"Drunk with victory" and 

MANDELA 


T 


Those tree men 
are sharing power 
after the elections. 
Before, they were 
different poles. 


he ANC under the 
leadership of 
Mandela in the elec¬ 
tions got 62.4% of 

the votes and won the elections with a 
large majority. So, after 342 years, the 
real owners of South Africa, the black 
people, are able to participate in political 
power under the leadership of Mandela. 
At the first impression the elections were 
a big victory for the black people in South 
Africa. Will this election change the his¬ 
tory of SouthAfrica? The name of the 
country, where black and white people 
live together, is associated with repres¬ 
sion and exploitation. 

This question of course will be 
answered in the future. However, when 
we criticise the country’s history we can 
predict the shape of future developments. 



withdrawn because of the strong reaction 
this plan provoked. Mandela also pointed 
out the political aims of the future using 
the words: u We are waiting for help from 
the US, the origin of democracy, to make 
this country a tme democracy.” 

The solution is revolution, 
not elections... 

After the elections, the media said 
about Mandela that he had the honour to 
be the first black leader of South Africa. 
This change of colour is not an answer to 
the problems of the country. These prob¬ 
lems are huge poverty, violation of hu¬ 
man rights, unemployment, etc. These 
problems cannot be solved making deals 
with fascism. These problems were cre¬ 
ated by imperialism during many years 
of occupation of South Africa. Only total 
resistance against imperialism can settle 
the matter. 

Mandela denies the history of his 
struggle. He has no power against impe¬ 
rialism. 

To solve the problems of the South 
African people, to gain human rights and 
freedom, the system based on a policy of 
apartheid must be destroyed. What 
Mandela should do is to explain to black 
people that they are still second class citi¬ 
zens and this must be abolished. 

For the creation of a free and 
democratic South Africa, the fascist and 
racist state must be destroyed. To achieve 
this, the tradition of struggle must be 
maintained. In South Africa, everybody 
who was drunk with victory is now con¬ 
fused. Mandela appointed De Klerk as his 
vice-president. De Klerk for years has 
been the leader of racist South Africa. He 
appointed Buthelezi as Minister of Inter¬ 
nal Affairs. He is a butcher responsible 
for many murders. 

Those three men are sharing 
power after the elections. Before, they 
were different poles ■ 



The agreement will 
lead to a swamp 

The victory of the ANC and 
Mandela is the result of the struggle 
against apartheid. The ANC and 
Mandela did not really defend social¬ 
ism. Still, their struggle was highly in¬ 
fluenced by socialism and was based 
on socialist ideas. That is why the 
ANC received support from white and 
coloured socialists. During the years 
Mandela was in prison, he held on to 
the idea of a free socialist country. Af¬ 
ter his release he made concessions 
and left his socialist ideas behind. 
When Mandela was released he 
called upon his people to be ready 
for the armed struggle. This did 
not last for long. Soon he came 
round and began to embrace 
the idea of a dialogue publicly. 
Very quickly he changed to 
articulating the imperialists’ 
point of view. Now Mandela is 
saying he not a socialist or a capital¬ 
ist and he says he never defended the 
socialist idea. One reason the people 
of South Africa supported the ANC 
and Mandela is the business cartels. The 
elections were done and this promise was 
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_Imperialism lies behind Serbian nationalism 

THIS IS THE BILL FOR THE "HEW WORLD ORDER" 


| he “dirty game” inex-Yugo- 

■ slavia continues to claim 

■ lives. The Serbian national- 

■ : ists, the main actors of this 
game, have continued to attack the 
Croatians and particularly the Bosnians. 
Most recently, the Serbian nationalists at¬ 
tacked Gorazde and killed nearly 100 
people. Events in Europe and in Turkey 
after this attack show that the fundamen¬ 
tal aspects of the problem need to be ex¬ 
plained one more time. 



The first act of the show was the 
breaking away of Croatia and Slovenia 
from Yugoslavia by the imperialists who 
were suddenly concerned about “inde¬ 
pendence”. These two republics where 
Catholics represent a large majority broke 
away from Tito’s Yugoslavia mainly 
through the efforts of Germany and Aus¬ 
tria. The peoples who had lived together 
for 500 years and created Yugoslavia on 
29 December 1945 after forming the most 
powerful resistance , second only to the 
Soviet Union’s, under 
the leadership of 
Marshall Tito were now 
breaking apart. While 
the voluntary union of 
peoples of different re¬ 
ligious and national 
characteristics, formed 


Yes, blood is being spilt on the 
territory of what used to be Yugoslavia. 
For the past two years Bosnia- 
Hercegovina has turned into a graveyard. 
In the civil war which started with the 
siege of Sarajevo on April 5, 1992 hun¬ 
dreds of thousands have lost their lives, 
limbs, homes, jobs and family. How could 
peoples who had lived together for 500 
years come to fight each other so sav¬ 
agely? What could they gain? 

There is only one answer to these 
questions: the interests of imperialism! 
The peoples who live in the area have no 
interests in the two-year civil war. There 
will be nothing that the Bosnians, Croatians 
and even Serbs can gain from destroying 
one another. In reality, a show is being 
staged for two years under the control of 
the US, Germany, Britain and France. 



in the struggle against fascism and in the 
move towards socialism, was being blown 
apart, nationalist movements were being 
strengthened in line with imperialism’s 
tactic of divide and rule. The imperial¬ 
ists were quick to recognise the “small 
fish” which declared “independence”. 

However, the “dirty game” went 
beyond this. The conflict of interest be¬ 
tween Germany and Britain and the other 
imperialists’ struggle to win a share of 
the spoils continued. The second act of 
the dirty game was the weakening of the 


peoples of a disintegrating Yugoslavia. 
The imperialists pushed this disintegra¬ 
tion further by supporting the nationalist 
leaders close to themselves. The peoples, 
falling apart and poisoned by nationalist 
leaderships, were then to be set against 
each other and further weakened. The im¬ 
perialists thus worked to turn the peoples 
against each other while at the same time 
arming all sides. 

(771 he focus of this policy was the 
equipping particularly of the 
Serbs with heavy weaponry and 
their encouragement in attacking first the 
Croatians and then the Bosnians. In time, 
a civil war was staged between the Serbs, 
Croats and Bosnians. Whatever they call 
themselves, Serbian nationalism as rep¬ 
resented by the Milosevic and Karadzic 
played the leading role in this show pre¬ 
pared by the imperialists. 
The Serbian nationalists 
were not far behind the Na¬ 
zis in their policy of ethnic 
cleansing which took the 
lives of thousands of Croats 
and Bosnians. In this sense, 
the ex-communism of the 
likes of Milosevic and 
Tudjman was no different 
than that of Yeltsin and 
they represented not the 
communists who fought 
against the Nazi occupation 
but the collaborators such 
as Mihailovic who co-operated with the 
Nazis to kill 300,000 Muslims. The fact 
that they now call the alliance of Serbia 
and Montenegro “Yugoslavia” does not 
indicate that they are in favour of the Yu¬ 
goslavia created by Tito in the struggle 
against fascism on the basis of the vol¬ 
untary unity of the peoples and of equal¬ 
ity. They are fighting, on the basis of the 
interests of the Serbian bourgeoisie, to 
dominate the other republics by force, not 
for “voluntary union”. 

The other republics, Slovakia, Croatia, 
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and Bosnia-Hercegovina, have not 
avoided becoming the victims of imperi¬ 
alism’s double-sided ploy. The imperial¬ 
ists who encouraged these republics on 
the way to “independence” are now do¬ 
ing their best to prolong the war so that 
the peoples are further weakened and 
have to beg the imperialists for help. The 
fact that so many massacres have taken 
place over the past to years in front of 
the eyes of the UN, that thousands of 
Bosnian civilians have been killed in 
bloody attacks after innumerable cease¬ 
fire agreements, that after every massa¬ 
cre imperialist representatives have pub¬ 
lished messages of “condemnation” and 
that the imperialists will not meet the 
Bosnians’ only demand that the arms 
embargo be lifted, have all made clear 
the imperialists’ policy of “weakening by 
civil war”. 

In February, the appearance was 
created with the “NATO ultimatum” that 
a stand was being made, and a ten-day 
deadline was given for the Serbs to with¬ 
draw their heavy arms 20 kilometres 
away from the besieged city of Sarajevo. 
The UN decided that UN troops be placed 
between the opposing forces at the front. 
However, the UN and NATO ignored the 
fact that the people of Sarajevo were con¬ 
demned to starvation by the Serbian 
forces, drew up “de factor borders” on 
Bosnian territory (like the “Green Line” 
in Cyprus) which in future could be¬ 
come “state borders” and thus, in re¬ 
ality, met the demands of the Serbian 
nationalists. While the Serbian forces 
which had been given an “ultimatum” 
continued to destroy the areas they oc¬ 
cupied and besieged, using the most 
advanced weaponry, the imperialist em¬ 
bargo continued to penalise the defence¬ 
less Bosnians. 

a ll this was swept under the car¬ 
pet by the bourgeois press which 
had such headlines as “NATO 
Will Strike”, “The UN’s Final Warning 
to the Serbs”. From the Foreign Office to 
the Prime Minister, everyone talked of a 
“diplomatic victory”. 

Yet, it became clear with the at¬ 
tack of the Serbian army on Gorazde that 
nothing had changed in Bosnia. Turkey’s 
foreign policy which is indexed to Ameri¬ 
can and European imperialism was 
proved once again to be bankrupt. The 
provocation on April 10 was staged to 
conceal this bankruptcy, but just like the 
events of 6-7 September, turned into a 


show of force by the religious reactionar¬ 
ies and the civilian fascists. The fact that 
Tansu Ciller and Yildirim Aktuna de¬ 
clared that chemical weapons had been 
used and thousands of Muslims had been 
killed, the fact that these lies were spread 
by TGRT and InterStar television channels 
in order to provoke the people, the fact that 
it was first said that the people were in the 
streets in order to express their outrage but 
then explained that “the people had been 
diverted from their purpose” all show that 
April 10 was planned from above. 

es, we must oppose the belliger¬ 
ence based on nationalism which 
is imposed on the Serbian, 
Bosnian and Croatian peoples, we must 
resist imperialism’s ploys. This opposi¬ 
tion must above all showB in ex-Yugo¬ 
slavia. 

The collaborators of imperialism, 
the Turkish government and the new 
“Russian Tsar” Yeltsin also have no con¬ 
tribution to make. NATO’s bombs and the 


UN’s “green line” cannot bring peace on 
the basis of equality. Peace on the basis 
of equality in Bosnia where the majority 
are Muslim Bosnians, but where Catho¬ 
lic Croatians and Orthodox Serbians also 
live, can only come through the struggle 
of Bosnians and other peoples. That is 
precisely what imperialism is afraid of 
and is attempting to prevent. 

The answer given by Bosnian 
President Izzetbegovic to a Newsweek 
reporter who asked “Do you want the arms 
embargo on Bosnia to be lifted?” Is in¬ 
structive: “I cannot hope such a thing. Do 
you know why? Because they also know 
that if we had arms we would emerge vic¬ 
torious from this war. And the West does 
not want anyone to be victorious in this 
war. Certainly not us.” 

“Divide-get them to fight-split- 
rule” - that is the policy of imperialism. 
The peoples revolutionary policy is the 
exact opposite: 

UNITE, FIGHT, WIN! ‘ 



Imperialism is responsible 
for the massacres in Bosnia 


Students of IYO-DER (Solidarity 
Association with Higher Education 
Youth of Istanbul) and members of the 
Socialist Worker’s Party (SIP) organized 
a meeting on April 11 in protest at the 
massacres in Bosnia. There were 
speeches in at the meeting in the Central 
Campus of Istanbul University about the 
provoking of the Serbians by 
imperialism against Muslims. Students 
emphasized that reactionary-fascists in 
Turkey have been using the Muslim 
people as a toy of fascist propaganda. 


They expressed their solidarity with the 
people who are exploited, oppressed and 
destroyed. Students of IYO-DER hung 
banners which said imperialism is 
responsible for the massacres in Bosnia 44 , 
and set fire to the American flag. They 
accused USA imperialism of creating 
hostility between peoples who have been 
living together for a long time on a 
socialist basis. Participants shouted the 
slogans „Long live the brotherhood of 
peoples, Down with US Imperialism' 
during the meeting. 
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INTERNATIONAL MEETING 


rom the 30th of April to the 
Ip 4th of May an international 
■Vji; meeting of more than 50 
•M. progressive and revolution¬ 
ary organizations and parties took place in 
Brussels. The representatives came from 
the former socialist countries, the USA 
and the countries of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. A representative of the 
Belgium Workers Party (PTB), which 
organized the meeting, gave a welcoming 
speech presenting his party and the 
priorities of its work. 

On the first of May many 
discussion meetings on different topics 
were held at the university of Brussels. 
Among others, a lawyer from Istanbul and 
a representative from a human rights 
organization from Istanbul spoke at a 
meeting dealing with the human rights 
situation in Turkey. The first of May was 
closed with a meeting of all organizations 
which had been invited. 

The actual seminar of the Marxist- 
Leninist organizations and Parties was 
held from May 2nd to 4th. At this 
seminar, the experiences, opinions and 
analyses of the revolutionary organiza¬ 
tions were exchanged and discussed. The 
seminar dealt with specific topics on each 
of the three days. During the discussion 
on the former socialist countries, a 
proposal for the unity of the international 
communist movement was presented by 
Nina Andreevna, General Secretary of the 
Bolshevik Communist Party of the Whole 
Union. In her speech she explained 
mainly the experiences of the Marxist- 
Leninists in the former Soviet Union: The 
development of revisionism, the 20th 
party congress, Gorbachovism and the 
restoration of capitalism. Representatives 
from the other former socialist countries 
also reported on the crisis in their 
countries which followed the restoration 
of capitalism. 

In another seminar, the 
experiences of revolutionaries in the 
Third World countries were brought up. 
Representatives from the Philippines, 
India, Palestine, Turkey and Kurdistan, 
Brazil and Chile spoke and presented 


analyses and reports on the struggle in 
their countries. 

The third day took up the 
problems of Marxist-Leninist parties in 
the highly developed countries of North 
America and Western Europe. 

The initiative of the Belgian 
comrades of the PTB who called this 
international meeting in the current 
historic situation, with the breakdown of 
the socialist countries and the revisionist 
parties on one hand and the permanent 
attacks on the people by the imperialists 
on the other, has to be welcomed in every 
respect. This meeting should be taken 
very seriously by everybody and it should 
be for the discussion of the most burning 
questions for revolutionary movements 
and organizations. Though we say that 
the hiking place of this meeting alone is 
an important step, we think that it is 
important to make some critical remarks 
on the meeting: 

j. The discussion focused 
^ mainly on the problems 
concerning the breakdown of the socialist 
countries and revisionism. This can also 
be seen clearly in the proposal for the 
unity of the international communist 
movement by Nina Andreevna. In this 
proposal problems of the Marxist- 
Leninist movements are reduced to the 
success of revisionism in the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) and 
other communist parties. An 
investigation and analysis of the history 
of the CPSU under Lenin, Stalin, 
Kruschev, Brejhnev and Gorbachov is 
proposed as the duty of the international 
communist movement. The analysis of 
the history of the CPSU is without any 
doubt a necessary duty for every Marxist- 
Leninist organization, but this cannot be 
the priority of international meetings. The 
most important task of these meetings is 
to discuss and decide actual, concrete 
steps forward in the struggle against 
imperialism. Besides, it is anyway the 
duty of each organization to analyse the 
reasons for the breakdown of the CPSU 
and other communist parties. 

We as Marxist-Leninists from 


Turkey want to emphasize our seriousness 
and responsibility in dealing with these 
problems and we want to say that our or¬ 
ganization has noticed and criticized this 
process from its beginning. We were not 
criticism by any communist party who 
had already realized a revolution as the 
CPSU, the CP of China or the CP of Albania 
We realized on our self-confidence and our 
independent Marxist-Leninist ideology 
which ate our working basis. 

We regarded the Soviet Union, 
China and Albania as socialist countries 
and accepted the positive parts of these 
revolutions. But we drew the lessons of 
the grievances and condemned revisionist 
policies. We took a stand against Gorbac¬ 
hov’s counter-revolutionary policies from 
the beginning. 

While the analysis of the 
developments in the Soviet Union is 
necessary for each Marxist-Leninist 
organization, it is also important to 
examina one’s own history self-crititically. 

For us, at a meeting like 
^ the one in Brussels the 
concrete and most burning questions of 
international class struggle must be 
posed. At a time when imperialism does 
not hesitate to use any means to force its 
“New World Order” upon the people, 
revolutionaries cannot restrict themselves 
to discussions on general ideological 
topics and to an exchange of opinions. 
The problems in the former socialist 
countries are important questions that 
have to be answered, but the main 
contradiction is the contradiction between 
imperialism and the oppressed people. 
For the liberation movements in the neo¬ 
colonial countries write history and the 
world is shaken by these struggles for 
liberation. They are the ones who fight 
on the frontline and hold up the flag 
against imperialism. 

The agression of imperialism is 
concrete and the struggle against it must 
be concrete too. We can draw lessons from 
Iraq and give the examples of the 
imperialists “peace” in Palestine, the US’s 
preparations for war against the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
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the US blocade against Cuba, the 
genocide in former Yugoslavia and the 
dirty war in Turkey and Kurdistan; we 
have to raise barricades against all this 
together. These are concrete problems 
which have to be discussed under all 
circumstances. We have to decide on 
concrete steps of struggle. Unfortunately, 
precisely these questions were hardly 
discussed. On the 
contrary, the speaking 
time of the fighting or- 
gnizations who come 
from the frontline in the 
struggle against imp¬ 
erialism, was reduced. 

This and the fact that it 
was difficult to discuss at 
all was a major problem. 

— The task 
' of the 
seminar was to make a 
contribution to the unity 
of the international 
communist movement. 

We think that this aim 
cannot be achieved 
within a short time by such meetings. 

Moreover, this task cannot be 
fulfilled alone with an ideological debate. 
First, we have to fulfill the concrete duties 
of the anti-imperialist struggle and only 
on the basis of common actions can we 
get closer to the aim of unity. In Turkey 
we have seen many efforts of such a kind 
to reach a unity of the revolutionaries at 
the conference table which did not lead 
to common action. In our conception, the 
way to unity leads from a unity of action 
to an ideological unity and finally to 
organizational tasks which can be tested 
in practice. 

Summing up, we express 
again that the initiative of 
the Belgian comrades is a very good 
contribution to the international 
discussion to achieve the unity of Marx- 
ist-Leninist organizations. The organiza¬ 
tion of an exchange of experiences is a 
useful method to achieve this aim. For 
future meetings an international platform 
should be formed that sets up concrete 
problems of international class struggle, 
the question of imperialism and the anti¬ 
imperialist struggle. Such a meeting must 
at least lead to common statements on 
concrete points like the US aggression 
against Cuba and Korea, the enforcement 
of “peace” in Palestine and the dirty war 
in Turkey and Kurdistan ■ 


Angola 


BLOODY MASSACRES 



4) 


T he civil war restarted by 
UNITA after the elections in 
September 1992 continues 
with massacres. Develop¬ 
ments which followed the elections have 
proved right those who argued that "civil 
war will break out if UNITA loses the 
elections”. Following the MPLA’s elec¬ 
tion victory with 53% of the vote, UNITA, 
which has been supported by the USA and 
South Africa for 20 years, once again 
started perpetrating massacres against the 
government and the people throughout 
the country. The civil war which UNITA 
has fought with savage brutality has cost 
60,000 lives in as short a period as 4.5 
months and 100,000 lives in the past year. 

The massacres in Angola have so 
far studiously been ignored by the USA 
and international press monopolies. How¬ 
ever, the issue has started to be covered, 
in some small way, since UNITA started 
the massacres again after its election de¬ 
feat and after the UN suspended aid to 
the country. 

What lies at the root of this con¬ 
flict? First of all, it is widely known that 
the organisations opposing the MPLA are 
ethnically-based and have received the 
open support of US imperialism. Though 
it is not as effective as UNITA today, the 
FNLA, for example, could not go beyond 
simply being the armed organisation of 


the Ba kongo. The CIA backed 
the FNLA with money and arms 
right from the start in the period 
1961-69. The sole aim of this 
counter-revolutionary organisa¬ 
tion was to split the forces of the 
MPLA. This movement which 
was under the direct control of 
imperialism from the very start 
lost its importance after a while, 
because UNITA, initially sup¬ 
ported by China and an organisa¬ 
tion of the Qwimbudu, could now 
meet all the imperialists’ needs. 

While it initially talked 
about a "new democratic revolu¬ 
tion under the leadership of the 
Angolan proletariat”, UNITA 
gradually changed in the period between 
the 1960’s and the present. Particularly 
after Angola gained its independence in 
1974, a power struggle started between 
these three organisations. Apart from 
China, which in line with the “three 
worlds theory”, supported UNITA, the or¬ 
ganisation allied itself with imperialism, 
the Portuguese, racist South Africa’s 
troops and mercenaries, and truly became 
a counter-revolutionary alliance. 

Imperialism needed to have an or¬ 
ganisation such as UNITA in hand, in or¬ 
der to obstruct the MPLA’s work and to 
have a force at the ready as an alterna¬ 
tive to the existing power. 

Imperialism continues on the one 
hand to try to pull MPLA to the right, to 
erode the anti-imperialist aspects of its 
policies and, on the other, to arm UNITA 
without fail. 

There are to lessons to be drawn 
from this brief account of the situation in 
Angola: firstly, the hypocrisy of imperi¬ 
alism and its ability to use all its forces 
where its interests are concerned; and sec¬ 
ondly, that the struggle for power admits 
no mistakes. 

The situation into which Angola 
has today been forced into is has brought 
it to the point of yielding to imperialism. 
Angola is a striking example of those who 
have not drawn the lessons of Nicaragua. 
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The Turkey-lsrael Approach 



The USA- imperialism wants to delegate 
a lot more military responsibility for the 
imperialist policies to Turkey. 

■ ■ fter the second world-war, the 

Jl USA was the strongest coun- 
/■B try within the imperialist 
“ block. The USA used Turkey, 
Israel and Egypt as pawns in the Middle 
East for continuing its imperialist plun¬ 
der policy. The Middle East is very rich 
in natural resources (like oil) and there¬ 
fore is very important for the imperial¬ 
ists to maintain their grip on power. 

The Yankees face an Arab coun¬ 
try, Egypt, and an Islamic country, Tur¬ 
key. Both countries were (are) used as 
jumping boards for the imperialists and 
as local imperialists, fire-brigades and lo- 
gistically supply countries in the war for 
natural resources. Israel was something 
different. On the one hand, the imperial¬ 
ists had to deal with the terrorist charac¬ 
ter of the Israeli state. On the other hand 
they had to deal with the feelings of an¬ 
ger from the masses in the other coun¬ 
tries in the Middle East. The state of Is¬ 
rael is responsible for the killing of many 
people and imperialism allows her to play 
its dirty tricks. 

After the foundation of the Zion¬ 
ist state of Israel with its terror, the masses 
in the Middle East developed a tradition 
of struggle against the terrorist country 
of Israel. Turkey is used to neutralise 
these feelings amongst the people of the 
Middle East. That’s why Turkey, as a 
country of Muslims in the Middle East 
and as an imperialist puppet, had two 
policies towards Israel. A secret support 
role and a more internal demagogic policy 
of disapproval. 

The USA-imperialism wants to 
delegate a lot more military responsibil¬ 
ity for the imperialist policies to Turkey. 
That’s how the increasing collaboration 
between Turkey and Israel can be ex¬ 
plained. The second Gulf War was the 
first time Turkey had to play this role. 
After this war, the imperialist countries 
tightened the circle around a possible re¬ 


action against imperialism. After the 
change in the balance of the world pow¬ 
ers, the Americans used all the methods 
they knew to conquer the Mid-east. For 
them, this worked out positively. In some 
countries, the national liberation leader¬ 
ship took a step back. After the betrayal 
of the leadership of the PLO, Turkey 
gained a lot of power in the area. 

This situation was consolidated 
with the OSLO meeting. After the be¬ 
trayal of 13 September the situation in¬ 
tensified at the cost of the liberation 
movements in the Middle East. At this 
point, Turkey accepted Yasser Arafat as 
an equal of Weizman. Turkey became 
good friends with mainstream imperial¬ 
ist policies in the Middle East. 

During the Gulf War Turkey was 
waiting for the spilling of Iraqi blood. It 
made a deal with the blood of the Iraqi 
people. They invested and made a profit. 

After the war, Turkey played a key 
role in the embargo against Iraq. Nowa¬ 
days Turkey tries to get its share of the 
new market, the autonomous territories. 
They hope to get this with financial “aid.” 
The Israeli President Weizman visited 
Turkey at the beginning of January 1994. 
He was accompanied by a large group of 
Israeli businessmen. This was the begin¬ 
ning of the new relation between Israel 
and Turkey. This visit was followed by a 
visit from Simon Perez at the beginning 
of April. It was the beginning of a new 
era with increasing collaboration between 
the two states. The two national banks 
reached important agreements on col¬ 
laboration. During Weizman’s visit on 
January 24, Turkey and Israel signed a 
partly secret agreement. This agreement 
dealt with military cooperation and was 
the beginning of a renewed close relation 
between the two countries. They made a 
deal about cooperating within the new 
shape of the Middle-East and about co¬ 
operation against the liberation struggle 
of the Kurds and the Palestinians. The 
implementation of this new deal started 
incredibly fast: For Israel, the water prob¬ 
lem is essential. After the partly secret 
talks between die two states, Turkey made 
huge efforts in solving the technical prob¬ 


lems of transporting water from Turkey 
to Israel. Israel had big problems with 
Syria and Jordan about the river Yarmuk. 
Now these Israeli problems are solved. 

Another part of the deal was about 
cooperation between the countries’ secu¬ 
rity services. Appointments were made 
concerning the exchange of information, 
education and joined security efforts 
against the national freedom movements 
which they call terrorists groups. Further, 
they agreed on forming an economic bloc, 
like GATT. Both want to gain access to 
each other’s market. Israel wants to fill 
the gap left in Turkey after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union. 

The Imperialist puppet states will 
not gain any profit from this cooperation. 
We are closely watching the developments 
between the Zionist country of Israel and 
the fascist Turkish state. We are not sur¬ 
prised about this friendship between Tur¬ 
key, which is fighting against the prole¬ 
tarians and, in this fight, uses all kinds 
of fascist violence, and the butcher of the 
Middle-East, the blood sucking, Zionist 
Israel. Our targets are even clearer than 
before. Now it is our responsibility to 
make the front against these states and 
imperialism stronger. It does not matter 
if they close the circle against the resist¬ 
ance. The only result that will count is 
the strengthening of the relations in the 
fight against imperialism. Our joint force 
will break this circle. We will succeed 
because we have a rich history, socially 
and politically. We represent the revolu¬ 
tionary power ■ 


Also we have a responsibility to our 
people and to history in the honourable 
war against injustice and for freedom. 
All our steps against imperialism 
and its structures of cooperation 
will injure them very severely. 
The imperialists who sow wind 
will harvest the storm 
in the Middle East. 
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Korea : 

TH€ IMPCRinUST SICGC 



T he provocative 
and offensive be¬ 
haviour started 
by US imperial¬ 
ism against the Democratic People’s Re¬ 
public of Korea continues unabated. US 
imperialism and its collaborator in the re¬ 
gion, South Korea, are putting forward 
“the inspection of nuclear installations 
and arms” as an excuse to prepare for war 
with the DPR of Korea. 

In bringing onto the agenda the 
inspection of nuclear installations in the 
DPR of Korea by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) in February 1992, 
the USA was attempting to bring the in¬ 
stallations in the DPR of Korea under its 
control. Tensions similar to this year’s 
were also created last year and the DPR 
of Korea announced that they would not 
accede to any demands which imperil 
their national independence and not ac¬ 
cept any impositions by US imperialism, 
and they withdrew from the Agreement 
to Prevent the Spread of Nuclear Weap¬ 
ons. In response, the US did not hesitate 
to use its well known methods in order to 
create the basis of military intervention 
in the DPR of Korea. 

On the one hand, joint US-South 
Korean military manoeuvres were held 


on the borders of the DPR of Korea be¬ 
cause of "the possibility of war”, and on 
the other, the Security Council was lob¬ 
bied by US imperialism in order to im¬ 
pose commercial sanctions against Korea. 
At the same time, the number of US troops 
in South Korea was increased by 40,000 
and the number of Patriot rockets by 100. 
While the imperialist siege continued, dip¬ 
lomatic contacts also carried on. 

The DPR of Korea’s refusal to ac¬ 
cept any control over its country and im¬ 
perialism’s attempts to strengthen the mili¬ 
tary-commercial siege; that is the truth be¬ 
hind the attempt to impose commercial 
sanctions with the innocent (!) excuse that 
“the Korean peninsula must be cleared of 
nuclear weapons”. The DPR of Korea, 
which is being forced into war by US im¬ 
perialism, is in favour of resolving the 
problem without making concessions from 
its national independence, but it intends 
not to yield to imperialism under any cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The DPR of Korea has inter¬ 
preted the arrival of new Patriot rock¬ 
ets in South Korea as "an attempt to bring 
the peninsula to the verge of war” and they 
have said that they always ready to re¬ 
spond to dialogue with dialogue, but to 
war with war. 


The Korean People 
Are Not Alone 

While the imperialists are mak¬ 
ing the winds of war blow on the Ko¬ 
rean peninsula, the peoples of the world 
have shown with activities and demon¬ 
strations that they are on the side of the 
Korean people. 

One such was the demonstration 
outside the American Embassy in Lon¬ 
don on Saturday 26 March. The dem¬ 
onstrators, which included anti-imperi¬ 
alist, anti-fascist left groups from vari¬ 
ous countries, demanded that US imperi¬ 
alism be thrown off Korea mid protested 
against US imperialism’s w'ar games and 
military provocations in Korea. 

One of the groups demonstrating 
among slogans of “America Out of Ko¬ 
rea”, “No to a New Korean War”, “No 
to the American Special Team’s War 
Games and Military Provocations in 
Korea”, was the Revolutionary Left 
Forces. The speech on behalf of the 
Revolutionary Left Forces stressed that 
one of the tasks of the revolutionary 
movement is to show solidarity with all 
anti-imperialist, anti-fascist groups 
throughout the world and added that 
"Today, in protesting against the at¬ 
tempts by US imperialism to land troops 
in Korea, we have taken a step towards 
unity. The Devrimci Sol movement will 
everywhere be a nightmare for imperi¬ 
alism and fascism”. The demonstration 
ended with the slogan “Long Live In¬ 
ternationalism”. 

The speeches protested against 
the attacks on the DPR of Korea, and 
South Korean youth fighting to throw 
imperialism out of their country was sa¬ 
luted. The peoples of the world will con¬ 
tinue to support the people of Korea as 
long as imperialism’s attack on the DPR 
of Korea continues ■ 
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